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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

OF  WEST  SUSSEX. 


BUBAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OE 

STRYNING. 

Population  (1871)  14,060.  Area  in  Acres,  45,678. 

No.  of  Houses  (1871)  2,659. 

During  the  year  1877,  the  births  of  482  children  and  the  deaths 
of  244  persons  were  registered;  in  the  year  1876  there  were  465 
births  and  242  deaths.  Of  the  births  247  were  male  and  235  were 
female ;  of  the  deaths  134  were  male  and  110  were  female.  Esti¬ 
mating  the  population,  in  the  middle  of  1877,  at  15,913,  the 
birth-rate  was  30*2,  and  the  death-rate  was  15*3  per  1000  persons 
living. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  36*1,  and  the  death-rate  was  20*4  per  1000. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  or  catching  disorders,  were  15 
in  number,  or  about  1  in  16  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  These 
figures  show  a  considerable  decline,  as  in  1875  there  were  27  deaths, 
and  in  1876  there  were  37  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease. 

The  15  deaths  included  three  from  scarlatina,  two  from  diph¬ 
theria,  one  from  whooping-cough,  one  from  enteric  fever,  one  from 
fever,  three  from  diarrhoea,  two  from  erysipelas,  and  two  from 
puerperal  fever. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  diseases  was  rather  less  than  1 
per  1000  persons  living. 

There  were  also  two  small  outbreaks  of  small-pox. 

The  first  case  of  small-pox  occurred  at  Portslade.  The  patient, 
Mrs.  B.,  a  young  married  woman,  had  been  staying  in  London  for 
some  little  time,  and  there  had  been  several  cases  of  small-pox  in  the 
neighbourhood  in  which  she  had  resided.  On  Saturday,  January 
13th,  she  came  to  Portslade  from  Rotherhithe  to  visit  her  parents  ; 
her  husband  came  with  her,  but  returned  to  London  on  the  15th 
of  January,  and  did  not  catch  the  disease.  The  attack  was  a  mild 
one,  a  few  spots  appearing  on  the  face  on  January  12th  and  13th, 
and  on  January  23rd  they  were  all  dying  away.  Mrs.  B.  had 
been  well  vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  there  were  three  good  marks 
remaining. 
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At  this  time  there  were  in  the  house,  besides  the  patient,  the 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Each  of  these  persons  had  been  well 
vaccinated  when  young,  and  bore  good  marks  on  their  arms. 

Mrs.  S.  nursed  her  daughter  during  her  illness,  and  she  herself 
fell  ill  on  January  30th  with  a  mild  form  of  small-pox  ;  the  rash 
appeared  on  February  2nd,  and  in  three  weeks’  time  she  was  quite 
well  again,  although  feeling  rather  feeble. 

Mr.  S.,  although  constantly  exposed  to  the  disease,  did  not 
suffer  at  all ;  he  was  successfully  vaccinated  on  February  8th  in 
three  places  on  one  of  his  arms. 

The  house  in  which  these  people  lived  was  in  a  street  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  several  other  houses  pretty  closely  tenanted,  but  yet  the 
disease  did  not  spread. 

The  inmates  of  the  infected  house  did  all  they  could  to  isolate 
themselves,  and  no  one  came  to  see  them  but  the  medical  man. 
The  washing  was  all  done  at  home,  and  all  infected  articles  were 
destroyed  by  being  burnt  in  the  back  garden.  Mr.  S.  kept  away 
from  work  the  whole  time,  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Steyning  Union  paid  him  the  same  wages  as  if  he  had  been  at 
work.  When  recovery  had  taken  place,  the  house  was  well  fumi¬ 
gated  by  burning  sulphur  in  it  for  six  hours.  The  clothes  were 
destroyed  at  the  expense  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

A  second  case  of  small-pox  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Sompting, 
in  the  month  of  April.  This  case  also  came  down  from  London. 

Harriett  L.,  a  young  woman,  20  years  of  age,  had  been  living 
for  some  time  in  Tavistock  Square  as  a  servant.  On  April  3rd  she 
felt  unwell,  and  she  was  worse  on  the  following  day  ;  she  had  no 
medicine  and  apparently  no  doctor ;  on  April  7th  a  rash  appeared  ; 
she  then  was  at  once  sent  home  by  her  mistress.  She  went  in  a 
cab  to  London  Bridge  station,  came  down  by  train  with  other 
passengers,  and  walked  from  Lancing  station  to  her  home  at 
Sompting — a  distance  of  about  two  miles. 

At  this  time  she  had  the  rash  of  small-pox  upon  her,  but  in  a 
modified  form ;  she  was  so  slightly  ill  that  she  went  about  the 
village.  She  saw  no  medical  man,  and,  in  fact,  took  no  precautions 
whatever. 

Her  home  was  one  in  a  row  of  some  half-dozen  cottages.  The 
inmates  of  the  cottage  at  the  time  of  Harriett  L’s  return  were 
Bichard  L.,  his  wife  and  four  children,  thus  making  seven  in  all. 

Bichard  L.,  51  years  of  age,  was  taken  ill  on  April  22nd,  the 
rash  of  small  pox  appearing  on  April  25th.  He  was  now  seen  by  a 
medical  man  and  then  inquiries  were  made  about  the  daughter’s 
illness.  He  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  successfully.  The 
present  attack  was  of  moderate  severity,  and  the  man  made  a  good 
recovery. 

With  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  family,  Mrs  L  had  been  success¬ 
fully  vaccinated  when  a  child  and  did  not  catch  the  disease ; 
Martha,  13  years  ;  Ellen,  9  years  ;  Eliza,  6  years ;  William,  5 
years  ;  each  had  three  good  marks  on  the  left  arm  Irom  vaccina¬ 
tion  in  infancy.  Martha  and  William  had  been  done  so  recently 
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that  it  was  not  necessary  to  vaccinate  them  now.  Ellen  and 
Eliza  were  re-vaccinated  on  April  27th,  and  again  about  a  fortnight 
later,  but  without  any  result. 

No  one  else  in  the  house,  however,  took  small-pox. 

Two  doors  off,  in  a  similar  cottage,  lived  another  family.  This 
cottage  was  occupied  by  Oliver  B.,  his  wife,  and  nine  children. 
Here  the  eldest  boy,  15  years  of  age,  appeared  with  the  rash  of 
small-pox  upon  him  on  April  29th,  having  been  poorly  since 
April  24th.  There  were  three  good  marks  of  vaccination  on  his 
arm,  which  had  been  there  from  infancy.  The  boy  made  a  good 
recovery,  having  had  a  moderately  severe  attack.  Seven  of  the 
remaining  children  had  been  successfully  vaccinated  in  infancy ; 
the  baby  was  only  three  weeks  old  and  was  vaccinated  unsuccess¬ 
fully  on  May  1st.  Philip,  14  years  old,  was  re-vaccinated  success¬ 
fully  on  May  2nd ,  but  Horace,  12  years,  and  Ellen  10  years,  were 
re- vaccinated  on  the  same  day,  without  success ;  these  two  children 
were  again  vaccinated  on  May  9th,  and  in  the  case  of  the  girl 
only  was  there  a  successful  result.  The  other  children  were  not 
re-vaccinated. 

No  other  cases  of  small-pox  occurred  in  this  cottage. 

The  father  went  to  work  as  usual,  but  he  was  engaged  all  day- 
in  the  fields,  and  was  practically  isolated.  The  inmates  of  each 
cottage  were  isolated,  and  the  place  was  watched  by  a  policeman, 
so  that  no  communication  took  place  more  than  was  absolutely 
necessary.  When  recovery  was  complete  the  bedding  and  clothing 
were  burnt  at  the  expense  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  the  in¬ 
mates  were  supplied  with  fresh  things.  Each  cottage  was  also 
thoroughly  fumigated  by  burning  sulphur  in  it  for  six  hours. 

These  two  cases  of  small-pox  were  caught  from  the  girl  Harriett 
L.,  who  brought  the  disease  into  the  district.  It  was  not  con¬ 
sidered  desirable  to  take  any  legal  proceedings,  as  the  girl,  at  the 
time,  was  ignorant  that  she  was  suffering  from  the  disease,  and 
she  herself  furnished  the  particulars  above  given,  so  that  she 
was  the  only  witness  against  herself.  She  went  afterwards  to 
visit  a  brother  in  a  parish  in  the  Thakeham  Union,  some  miles  off 
and  carried  the  infection  with  her  there  also. 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  in  the 
more  important  parishes,  and  in  the  rest  of  the  district : — 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Portslade  Parish . 

...  32*9  ... 

14*2 

South  wick  Parish . 

...  260  ... 

14-8 

Rest  of  Shoreham  Sub-District 

...  27-7  ... 

13T 

Steyning  Parish . 

...  34-8  ... 

194 

Henfield  Parish  . 

...  293  ... 

20-7 

Rest  of  Steyning  Sub-District 

...  33*4  ... 

133 

Whole  of  District 

...  30.2  ... 

15*3 

The  infant  mortality  is  here  given  as  measured  by  the  number  of 
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deaths  under  one  year  to  the  total  number  of  births  in  the  year : 


No. 

Portslade  Parish  . 

South  wick  Parish . 

Rest  of  Shoreham  Sub-District 

Steyning  Parish  . 

Henfield  Parish  . . 

Rest  of  Steyning  Sub-District. 


of  Births. 

No  of  Deaths 

Ratio  to 

under  1  year. 

1000  of  Births. 

104  . 

..  14  .. 

.  134 

77  . 

..  15 

.  194 

101  . 

..  10  .. 

99 

59  . 

5 

85 

58  . 

3  .. 

51 

83  . 

6 

72 

Whole  of  District  ...  482  53  109 

In  England  and  Wales  there  were  during  the  year  136  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  1000  children  born  against 
158  and  146  in  1875  and  1876. 

The  53  infantile  deaths  include  12  cases  of  premature  birth,  1  of 
malformation,  6  from  debility,  10  from  marasmus,  9  from  convul¬ 
sions  or  teething,  2  from  brain  disease,  1  from  congenital  heart- 
disease,  5  from  bronchitis,  1  from  whooping-cough,  2  from 
diarrhoea,  2  from  erysipelas,  and  2  from  natural  causes. 

In  each  case  the  death  was  certified  by  a  medical  man.  Three 
of  the  deaths  were  among  illegitimate  children. 

Portslade  and  Southwick,  as  in  previous  years,  show  a  higher 
rate  of  mortality  among  infants  than  any  other  part  of  the  district, 
and  it  will  be  noticed  also  that  the  rate  is  greater  among  children 
living  to  the  south  of  the  downs  than  among  those  dwelling  on  the 
north  side.  The  general  death-rate,  however,  shows  the  reverse  ; 
more  people  die  per  1000  in  the  north  than  in  the  south  portion  of 
this  district. 

The  mortality  was  not  confined  to  the  poorest  classes,  but  it  oc¬ 
curred  amongst  all  grades.  Nearly  all  the  infants  were  born  in  a 
weakly  condition  and  so  succumbed  to  the  first  unhealthy  influences 
that  surrounded  them.  This  weakly  condition  seemed  in  many 
cases  to  be  brought  about  in  consequence  of  the  large  families  so 
often  to  be  found  among  the  poor.  Children  are  born  so  quickly 
one  after  the  other  that  the  mother  has  not  time  to  regain  the 
strength  by  which  alone  she  would  be  enabled  to  nourish  her  off¬ 
spring  properly.  The  younger  children  in  such  families  are  feeble 
from  the  first,  and  then  bad  nourishment,  damp  dwellings,  and  the 
foul  air  of  crowded  rooms,  bring  on  those  disorders  which  appear 
on  the  register  as  convulsions,  diarrhoea,  teething,  congenital 
debility,  and  the  like. 

Warmth  and  pure  air  are  essential  for  the  newly-born  child ; 
the  poor  too  often  keep  the  room  as  warm  as  they  can  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  making  the  air  foul  and  close.  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered 
at,  when  the  fuel  is  scarce  and  the  clothing  scanty,  that  they  pre¬ 
fer  the  warmth  to  ventilation* 

Throughout  England  and  Wales,  during  1877,  out  of  every  1000 
deaths,  252  were  sixty  years  old  and  upwards.  In  this  district 
303  in  every  1000  deaths  were  sixty  years  old  and  upwards. 
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There  were  16  deaths  in  the  Shoreham  Workhouse  belonging  to 
the  rural  district ;  these  have  been  distributed  among  the  various 
parishes  whence  the  inmates  came. 

In  each  parish  the  deaths  were  as  follows: — 

Preston  0,  Patch  am  7,  West  Blatchington  1,  Hangleton  2, 
Portslade  45,  Aldrington  0,  Southwick  44,  Kingston  5,  Lancing  18, 
Old  Shoreham  2,  Sompting  11,  Coombs  1,  Buttolphs  1,  Bramber  1, 
Steyning  33,  Upper  Beeding  13,  Edburton  2,  Poynings  2,  Wood¬ 
en  ancote  3,  Henfield  41,  Ashurst  6,  Shermanbury  6. 

Sussex  Chemical  Wokks. — These  works  having  been  com¬ 
plained  of  by  many  persons  as  a  nuisance,  the  owner,  Mr  Wood, 
was  summoned  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  on  February  5th,  1877, 
for  having  premises  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  a  nuisance  or  injurious 
to  health.  After  hearing  evidence  it  was  decided  by  the  Magis¬ 
trates  at  Steyning,  that  the  case  should  be  adjourned  for  six  weeks, 
the  owner  being  willing  to  give  an  undertaking  not  to  allow  the 
nuisance  to  recur  in  the  future. 

On  March  19th,  1877,  on  the  hearing  of  the  adjourned  sum¬ 
mons,  the  case  was  dismissed. 

Since  then  a  company  has  been  formed  to  carry  on  the  works. 
The  nuisance  complained  of  arose  from  the  escape  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  and  other  gases  in  the  process  of  making  various  products 
from  gas  tar. 

Poetslade. — The  large  pond  mentioned  in  previous  reports 
still  remains  a  great  nuisance.  The  Sanitary  Authority  have  made 
many  attempts  to  remedy  it,  but  there  have  always  been  many 
difficulties  thrown  in  the  way.  During  the  past  summer  plans 
have  been  prepared  by  an  engineer  to  remove  the  sewage  to  a  more 
distant  spot,  and  to  utilise  it  on  the  soil. 

The  Sanitary  Authority  next  applied  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1500  for  Works  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal,  and  Mr  Smith,  C.E.,  was  appointed  to  hold  an 
inquiry  into  the  subject  matter  of  the  application.  This  inquiry 
was  held  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  1877,  and  nothing  more 
seems  to  have  been  done  at  present. 

Steynlng. — During  the  past  year  the  sewage  works  have  been 
completed  and  now  everything  is  in  working  order.  The  sewage 
no  longer  pollutes  the  mill  stream  which  now  runs  through  the 
village  bright  and  clear. 

Two  or  three  times  the  main  drain  has  been  blocked  up,  and 
from  the  nature  and  size  of  the  obstruction  it  would  almost  appear 
that  it  had  been  purposely  made.  No  doubt  complaints 
are  made  by  many  persons  of  the  offensive  smells  that  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  ventilators.  Steyning  is  so  situated  that  the 
highest  point  in  the  main  sewer  is  in  the  main  street  and  foul 
gases  do  escape.  All  the  ventilators  are  on  the  level  of  the 
street,  and  so  they  are  constantly  becoming  blocked  up  by  the 
traffic  passing  over  them. 

The  new  system  of  drainage  effectually  removes  solids  and 
liquids,  but  gases  will  return  and  ascend  to  the  highest  points.  If 
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the  ventilators  were  altered  by  carrying  up  a  shaft  from  the  main 
sewer  to  a  point  above  the  roof  of  an  adjacent  house,  the  nuisance 
would  be  removed.  This  has  been  done  in  one  or  two  instances 
and  with  advantage. 

There  are  no  waterworks  in  Steyning,  and  the  drains  have  to  be 
Hushed  by  a  water  cart  at  regular  intervals.  Two  breweries  in  the 
place  aid  considerably  in  flushing  the  drains. 

The  original  loan  was  for  £1300,  and  the  works  were  carried 
out  for  that  amount ;  a  further  sum  ot  about  £250  will  probably 
be  required. 

A  few  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  during  the 
year  and  the  nuisance  has  been  abated. 

No  cases  occurred  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  meat  or 
any  article  of  food. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected  at  in¬ 
tervals,  and  they  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 

The  accompanying  tables  show  a  considerable  decrease  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  sickness  and  death  among  paupers  ;  measles 
and  scarlet  fever  were  nearly  absent,  while  there  were  no  cases  of 
diphtheria.  Diarrhoea  was  also  much  less  prevalent  than  usual. 
There  seem  to  have  been  no  deaths  among  the  paupers  from  any 
catching  disorder. 
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(A)  TABLE  0E  DEATHS  during  tlie  year  1877,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  STEMMING;  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(I)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, Townships, Wards, 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  ;  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 


Ports  lade  Parish 


South  wick  Parish 


Rest  of  Shoreham  Sub-District... 


Steyning  Parish 


Henfield  Parish. 


Rest  of  Steyning  Sub-District  .. 


(H) 

m 

O  O 

•r-j  •  i— I 

p  -H-3 

CLi'^3 

so 

a 


Totals 


Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES* 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in 

Years  of  Age. 

Census 

1871. 

2 

Esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 

of 

1877. 

3 

• 

m 

<D 
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c3 

r-H 
r— 1 

c3 

-4-3 

<1 

5 

©>  Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  5. 

00  5  and  under  15 

© 

P 

12  ^ 

lO 

r-H 

9 

© 

TS 

P 

c3 

ua 

Cd 

10 

■ 

ft 

p 
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J3  c3 

O  * 
CD 

11 

10  { 

12 

M 

o 

Ah 

r— -H 

Co 

a 

U1 

13 

^  Measles. 

c3 

P 

•  i—i 

H-=> 

c3 

r—H 

c3 

O 

02 

15 
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u 

CD 

rP 
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rP 

•rH 

P 

16 

■e?o 

O  •  rH 

P^ 
w  o 

ft  a 

£  c/3 

O  e3 
u  ft 

(j  © 

17 

t»D 

.3^* 

g*1» 

O  rj 

18 

Cont  .Fevers. 

L3  Diarrhoea  and 

to  Dysentery, 

cS 

u 

© 

ro 

■p 

O 

23 

ts3  Rheumatic 

Fever. 

CQ 

c3 

I— 1 

<D 

a. 

•  rH 

GO 

tH 

H 

25 

c3 

•rH 

a 

s 

>- 

Ah 

26 

L3  Puerperal 

Fever. 

• 

GO 

P 

rP 

ft 

t» 

H 

19 

Enteric  or 

O  Typhoid. 

[s->  Other  or 

i—1  Doubtful. 

2314 

3161 

101 

45 

14 

3 

3 

4 

11 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5  upwds 

1 

1 

2339 

2956 

77 

44 

15 

8 

— 

2 

14 

i 

"1 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5  upwds 

3407 

3647 

101 

48 

10 

1 

3 

2 

15 

Under  5 

— 

1 

1 

5  upwds 

1665 

1693 

59 

33 

5 

1 

1 

— 

12 

14 1 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5  upwds 

1856 

1978 

58 

41 

3 

4 

2 

2 

12 

18{ 

Under  5 

1 

5  upwds 

1 

1 

1 

2449 

2478 

83 

33 

6 

4 

1 

1 

11 

10{ 

Under  5 

•5  upwds 

1 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

14,060 

15,913 
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l  to 

£  ^ 

- 

53 

21 

10 

11 

v 

75 

74 j 

Under  5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5  upwds 

I 

1 

2 

o 

p 

be 

< 

28 


03 

•  f— < 

cn 
• »— < 

r 1 

P 

29 


© 

w 

e3 

o 

oo 


,S  2  o  l  fi 

©  c  P" 

C  s  M  h 

2  a'g  © 

pq  Ph-  s  -  K 


H  H  c3  W  hH 

30  31  32 


i 


03 

© 


o 


3 

3 


4 


] 

2 


33 


1 

4* 


1 

2  I  5 


1  3 


4  1 


2 

3 


12 

14 

19 

9 


8 

22 


6 

13 


6 

16 


8 
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Diseases. 


(D)  TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  STEYNING,  1877,  for  the  twelve 

calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1877. 


|  NAME  OE  DISEASE. 

1 

(A)  Deaths  (among-  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and  Deaths 
Paupers. 

among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 

stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  columns  are  to  be  filled  up. 

Total  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers  ;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  district  or  Division,  and 
have  tyeen  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness  ;  whether  the  Work- 
house  be  within  or  without  the  District 
or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  Institutions 
among  inmates  who  Belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 
New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
Belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  division, and 
are  Out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  Pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispensa¬ 
ries. 

New  Cases- 

Deaths. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs- 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds- 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs, 
and  upwrds 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

i  Small-Pox  .  •••  ••• 

•  •  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  •  « 

1 

•  •  • 

grsIgs  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  « 

4  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

1 

0  0  0 

Scarlatina  .. 

1 

2 

0  0  0 

1 

10 

0  0  0 

Diphth 

crici  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0* 

Croup  (not  “spasmodic”)  ... 

0  0  0 

• 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

... 

1  ... 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

nd 

CO 

Typhus 

•  O  0 

•  00 

0  0  0 

... 

* 

•  0  0 

0  0  0 

' 

a  §  . 

*43  >  ^ 

Enteric 

0  0  0 

1 

0  0  0 

1 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

A  © 

Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts 

1 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

1 

4 

0  0  0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

1  2 

1 

0  0  0 

2  : 

7 

0  0  0 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

| 

0  0  4 

•  •  • 

9  0  0 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

9  9  9 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

•  90 

Pyaemia 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  9 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

o 

0  9  9 

Ague 

>••  • . »  ...  ... 

9  0  0 

•  •  • 

•  • 

0  0  0 

2 

0  9  9 

Phthisis 

0  0  0 

37 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2 

0  0  0 

2 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

7 

18 

•  •  • 

7 

32 

1 

3 

Heart-Disease 

1 

15 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

3 

•  •  • 

•  O  0 

Injuries 

1 

10 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

9 

•  0  0 

Diseases  not  named  above  ... 

56 

84 

•  •  • 

29 

261 

0  0  0 

11 

Total 

71 

170 

— • 

42  ■ 

334 

1 

16 

(  * 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

HORSHAM. 

Population  (1871)  14,131.  Area  in  Acres,  68,798. 

No.  of  Houses  (1871)  2,781. 

During  the  year  1877,  the  births  of  455  children,  and  the  deaths 
of  182  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1876  there  were  449 
births  and  247  deaths.  Of  the  births  244  were  male  and  211  were 
female;  of  the  deaths  100  were  male  and  82  were  female. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  is  greater  in  this  district 
than  in  any  other  part  of  West  Sussex.  Estimating  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  middle  of  1877  at  14,355,  the  birth-rate  was  31*6,  and 
the  death-rate  was  12*6  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  36T,  and  the  death-rate  was  20'4  per  1000. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic,  or  catching,  disorders  were  six  in  num¬ 
ber,  or  about  one  in  thirty  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  One 
infant  died  of  measles  and  bronchitis  near  Ifield,  and  one  girl  at 
Billingshurst  died  of  suppressed  measles.  Each  of  these  cases 
happened  in  the  spring  quarter  when  the  disorder  was  very  preva¬ 
lent  at  Ifield,  Slinfold,  and  Billingshurst.  One  old  man  died  of 
diarrhoea,  but  the  deaths  of  no  children  were  registered  from  this 
cause. 

There  were  three  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  enteric,  or  typhoid, 
fever.  In  each  case  nothing  was  found  to  account  for  the  dis- 
disorder,  nor  were  any  other  individuals  attacked.  The  cases  oc¬ 
curred  in  different  places  and  at  different  times  of  the  year.  The 
water  supply  was  good  and  the  houses  free  from  sanitary  defects. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlatina,  diphtheria,  whooping- 
cough,  or  any  of  the  common  catching  disorders. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  diseases  was  0'4  per  1000, 
being  one-fifth  only  of  the  rate  which  prevailed  in  the  year  1876. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  death-rate  from  the  princi¬ 
pal  zymotic  diseases  was  equal  to  2’6  per  1000,  against  3*3  and  30 
in  the  two  preceding  years. 

The  infant  mortality  is  always  a  good  test  of  the  healthiness  of 
a  district. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  1877,  the  rate  of  infant  mortal¬ 
ity,  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  yeas  to  births, 
was  136  per  1000,  against  149,  151,  158,  and  146,  in  the  four 
preceding  years. 

In  Sussex  the  rate  is  much  lower,  and  is  about  107  per  1000. 
In  this  district  the  rate  was  79  deaths  to  1000  births,  thus  con¬ 
trasting  favourably  with  the  year  1876,  when  the  proportion  was 
109  to  1000. 
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In  each  portion  of  the  district  the  improvement  was  noticeable. 


Births . 

Deaths 

Ratio  of  Deaths 

under  1  year- 

to  1000  Births. 

South  Horsham 

...  126 

...  9 

...  71 

North  Horsham 

...  194 

16 

...  82 

West  Horsham 

...  135 

...  11 

...  81 

Whole  District 

...  455 

36 

79 

The  diminished  mortality  among  infants  arose  partly  from  the 
absence  of  any  epidemic,  partly  from  the  non-prevalence  of  diarrhoea 
and  lung  affections. 

Among  the  poorer  classes  the  same  improvement  could  be  noted. 
A  great  many  people  die  at  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
Last  year  78  out  of  182  persons  died  who  had  reached  that  age. 
In  England  and  Wales,  out  of  every  1000  persons  who  died  last 
year,  only  252  were  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards  ;  in  this  district 
had  there  been  1000  deaths,  428  would  have  died  at  a  similar  age. 
In  each  sub-district  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  were  as 


follows : — 


South  Sub-District  ... 
North  Sub- District  ... 
West  Sub-District  ... 


Birth  rate.  Death  rate. 

...  33  I  ...  110 

...  29*1  ...  14-2 

...  34-6  ...  11*6 


Whole  district  ...  .  ..  31*6  12*6 

There  were  34  deaths  in  Horsham  Union  Workhouse  ;  of  these 
12  belong  to  the  Urban  District,  and  the  remaining  22  are  included 
in  the  Rural  District.  These  22  deaths  have  been  distributed 
among  the  several  parishes  whence  each  individual  came. 

In  each  parish  the  deaths  were  as  follows  : — - 
Horsham  37,  Lower  Deeding  12,  Ifield  35,  Rusper  4,  Warnham 
15,  West  Grinstead  14,  Shipley  10,  Nuthurst  10,  Slinfold  6, 
Itchingfield  2,  Rudgwick  18,  Billingshurst  19. 

There  have  been  no  cases  during  the  year  in  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  condemn  meat  or  any  other  article  of  food  which  had 
been  exposed  for  sale. 

The  slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  at  in¬ 
tervals,  and  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 

There  is  at  the  present  time  no  common  lodging-house  in  the 
district.  The  accompanying  tables  show  a  great  diminution  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  pauper  sickness. 

In  each  case  the  returns  are  taken  as  they  were  entered  in  the 
report  books  of  the  medical  officers. 

At  Ifield  about  half  the  children  were  absent  from  the  school  at 
one  time  in  consequence  of  an  outbreak  of  measles.  The  average 
school  attendance  is  about  80.  The  first  case  occurred  about  the 
second  week  of  December,  1876,  and  the  last  occurred  early  in 
February,  1877.  The  outbreak  was  mild  in  character,  and  none  of 
the  school  children  died. 

Soon  afterwards  measles  appeared  in  the  parish  of  Slinfold. 
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The  schoolmistress  bad  spent  the  Christmas  holidays  in  London 
with  her  little  girl ;  they  returned  to  Slinfold  on,  December  28th, 
1876.  The  child  caught  the  measles  in  London,  and  fell  ill  with 
the  disease  on  January  10th,  1877  ;  on  January  22nd  two  other 
cases  occurred,  and  during  the  next  fortnight  40  out  of  50  children 
who  on  an  average  attend  the  school  failed  with  this  disorder. 
By  the  end  of  February  all  had  recovered  without  a  single  fatal 
result.  All  those  children  had  the  measles  who  had  not  had  the 
disease  in  previous  years,  and  nearly  all  those  who  had  the  measles 
at  this  t’me  had  had  whooping-cough  the  year  before.  The  school 
was  closed  for  a  few  days,  but  by  that  time  the  disorder  had  become 
general, 

At  another  school  at  Slinfold  about  60  out  of  80  children  in  at¬ 
tendance  were  attacked  with  measles.  The  first  case  occurred 
on  February,  5th,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  days  ‘  nearly  all  had  the 
disease  except  those  who  had  had  it  in  previous  years.  There  was 
no  fatal  result,  and  in  most  of  these  cases  the  parents  simply  kept 
the  children  at  home  and  had  no  medical  advice. 

Scarlet  fever  was  nearly  absent  during  the  year,  and  no  cases 
of  diphtheria  or  whooping-cough  were  reported. 

There  were  also  no  cases  of  any  form  of  fever. 

Very  few  suffered  from  diarrhoea,  and  there  were  no  deaths  from 
this  cause  among  the  poor. 

Consumption  and  lung  disease  declined  in  number  as  compared 
with  previous  years. 


. 


. 


. 


> 
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(A)  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1877,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  HORSHAM ;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 

Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(I)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, Townships,  Wards, 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  ;  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 

1 

Population 
at  all  ages. 

j  Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES- 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five 

Years  op  Age. 

t  '  * 

Census 

1871. 

2 

Esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 

of 

1877. 

3 

%  -v  ‘  - - - - 

Cn  At  all  ages. 

G>  Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  5 

iH 

Pi 

© 

■73 

C 

2 

a 

o3 

lO 

8 

© 

PI 

^3  oq 
Pi 
o3 

i O 

T— ■ 

9 

m  25  and  under 

O  60. 

i 

ft 

pi 

to 

ro  o3 
O  ^ 

11 

12 

L-J 

00  Small  Pox‘ 

^  Measles. 

c3 

PI 

•  M 

-4J 

Tl 

c3 

O 

m 

15 

c3 

•  rH 

O 

pp 

pp 

ft 

•rH 

■Q 

16 

O  •  rH 

fl  ^ 
o 

ft  a 

C3  dy 
O  o3 
^  ft 
o  m 

V* 

17 

bo 

PI  • 

‘.H  -ft 

a* 

O  r-J 

£ 

18 

Cent. Fevers. 

to  Diarrhoea  and 

^  Dysentery. 

• 

c3 

u 

© 

r O 

O 

23 

tsD  Rheumatic 

Fever. 

GQ 

C3 

r—i 

CD 

Q< 

•  rH 

CQ 

t>> 

u 

P3 

25 

c3 

•  rH 

a 

a 

>■ 

CH 

26 

CO  Puerperal 

Fever. 

. 

© 

pi 

bo 

28 

to 

1  ffl 

1  **H 
<— * 

53 

£ 

i29 

[  ® 

.  hi1  ® 

TO 

a> 

•  H 

u 

& 

‘S3 
(— 1 

32 

ft 

rft 

ft 

P*> 

EH 

19 

C4>  Enteric  or 

O  Typhoid. 

C$  Other  or 

i-1  Doubtful. 

®.g.« 

•  rH  Q  •— 

a  p 

ft 

2 

j  30 

?  C3 
© 
ss 

in 

■g 

«e 

© 

!  K 
31 

• 

CD 
© 
00 
u  g 
©  o 
-ft  oo 
-u  •r' 

OP 

33 

South  Horsham  Sub-District  . 

3945 

3807 

126' 

42 

9 

3 

O 

u 

2 

10 

“{ 

Under  5 

1 

1 

1 

10 

5  upwds 

1 

7 

o 

O 

O 

* 

1 

15 

North  Horsham  Sub-District . 

6367 

6654 

194 

95 

16 

4 

2 

8 

18 

47 j 

Under  5 

1 

5 

14 

- 

5  upwds 

2 

1 

. 

11 

11 

8 

4 

38 

West  Horsham  Sub-District . 

3819 

3894 

135 

45 

11 

2 

3 

2 

11 

16 1 

Under  5 

2 

11 

5  upwds 

1 

5 

4 

5 

1 

16 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

- 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

*-v 

{ 

Under  5 

o  upwds 

{ 

Under  5 

- 

5  upwds 

{ 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

I 

{ 

Under  5 

j 

5  upwds 

1 

S 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

| 

fp/'vfn  A  T.Q  . 

14,131 

14,355 

455 

182 

36 

9 

8 

12 

39 

,s! 

Under  5 

1 

1 

8 

1 

35 

1 

5  upwds 

3 

i 

23 

18 

16 

6 

69 

lseases 


(g)  TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  HORSHAM,  1877,  for  the  twelve  calendar 

months  ending  December  31st,  1877. 


NAME  OE  DISEASE. 

(A)  Deaths  (among1  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having1  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and  Deaths 
Paupers. 

among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  P 

stitution  in  or  near  the  Districl 
subjoined  columns  are  to  be  nlled 

ublic  Medical  In- 

b  or  Division,  the 
up. 

Total  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter'd 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers  ;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  district  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness  ;  whether  the  Work- 
house  be  within  or  without  the  District 
or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  Institutions 
among  inmates  who  Belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 
New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
Belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  division, and 
are  Out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  Pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispensa¬ 
ries. 

New 

Cases- 

Deaths. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs1 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

6  years . 

and  upwrds* 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

— 

5  years. 

and  upwrds 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

Small-Pox  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

Measles 

1 

1 

39 

44 

Scarlatina  .. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Croup  (not  “spasmodic”)  ... 

•  •  - 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

b 

b  aa 

Typhus 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

1 

a  ^ 

.5  ® 

-M  > 

Enteric 

3 

•  «  • 

9  9  9 

® 

6^ 

Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

... 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

1 

12 

18 

Cholera 

•  •  m 

... 

•  •  • 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

9  9  9 

•  • « 

9  9  9 

Erysipelas  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Pysemia 

9  9  9 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

... 

9  9  9 

j 

Ague 

•  ••  •  •  0  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

1 

Phthisis 

23 

9  9  9 

5 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

8 

18 

6 

28 

3 

Heart-Disease 

1 

16 

9  9  9 

3 

4 

Injuries 

•  •  • 

6 

3 

14 

1 

Diseases  not  named  above  ... 

35 

69 

46 

416 

1 

20 

Total 

45 

137 

— 

— 

112 

532 

1 

28 

11 


RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OR 

PETWORTH. 


Population  (1871)  10,138.  Area  in  Acres,  44,747* 
No.  oe  Houses  (1871)  2,008. 

Turing  the  year  1877,  the  births  of  296  children,  and  the  deaths 
of  148  persons  were  registered.  In  the  year  1876,  there  were  264 
births  and  157  deaths.  Of  the  births,  154  were  male,  and  142 
were  female  ;  of  the  deaths,  90  were  male,  and  58  were  female. 

Estimating  the  population  at  10,185,  in  the  middle  of  the  year, 
the  birth-rate  was  29  0,  and  the  death-rate  was  145  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  36T,  and  the  death-rate  was  20*4  per  1000  persons  living. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic,  or  catching,  disorders  were  eight  in 
number,  or  about  1  in  18-J  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  These 
eight  deaths  included  one  from  small  pox,  one  from  diarrhoea,  one 
from  measles,  and  five  from  diphtheria.  In  the  year  1876  there 
were  14  deaths  from  similar  causes. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  *8  per  1000  per¬ 
sons  living,  against  P3  per  1000  in  the  previous  year. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  death-rate  from  seven  of 
the  principal  zymotic  disorders  was  equal  to  2‘6  per  1000,  against 
3’3  and  3*0  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

A  case  of  small-pox  was  brought  into  the  district  in  December, 
1876.  A  young  man,  R.H.,  employed  in  a  shop  in  London,  came 
down  from  town  on  December  1st.  He  had  been  feeling  unwell 
three  or  four  days,  and  he  saw  a  medical  man  who  suspected  the 
case  might  turn  out  to  be  small-pox.  His  master,  having  other 
young  men  sleeping  in  the  same  room,  sent  R.H.  home  to  his 
parents.  At  this  time  small-pox  was  very  prevalent  in  London, 
and  the  hospitals  for  this  disease  were  full.  On  the  evening  of  his 
arrival  at  Petworth  a  few  spots  were  noticed,  and  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  (December  2nd)  he  was  removed  to  Flathurst  Cottage  ;  his 
mother  went  with  him  to  nurse  him.  The  father  and  son  stayed 
at  home  and  did  not  do  any  work  until  December  18th,  when  the 
house  was  fumigated  with  burning  sulphur ;  no  one  took  the 
disease.  The  patient  had  a  mild  attack,  and  his  mother  did  not 
have  the  disease.  Each  had  been  vaccinated  well  in  infancy,  and 
the  rest  of  the  family  were  now  re-vaccinated  with  partial  success. 

It  was  not  thought  advisable  to  prosecute  in  this  case,  as  there 
was  no  clear  proof  of  the  man  having  small-pox  until  the  rash  ap¬ 
peared,  and  the  rash  did  not  appear  until  after  he  arrived  at  Pet¬ 
worth.  The  family  did  all  they  could  to  prevent  any  spread  ol  the 
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disease.  The  Sanitar}?  Authority,  however,  did  not  give  any  com¬ 
pensation  for  the  destruction  of  the  infected  bedding  and  clothing. 

A  second  time  small-pox  was  brought  into  the  district  by  a 
young  woman,  Fanny  R  ,  from  Brighton.  About  this  time  there 
had  been  a  few  cases  of  small-pox  in  that  towig  but  no  distinct 
history  of  contagion  could  be  traced.  Fanny  It.  came  to  Pet  worth 
to  visit  her  parents  on  October  17th,  and  left  on  October  22nd ;  at 
this  time  she  was  poorly  and  had  some  spots  about  her,  but  no 
notice  was  taken  of  them.  On  October  30th,  a  sister,  Susan  R., 
19  years  of  age.  was  taken  poorly,  and  on  November  1st  a  rash 
appeared ;  she  had  no  doctor,  but  stayed  in  bed  two  days  and 
was  well  again  in  about  a  week.  On  November  17th,  Thomas  11., 
the  father,  G9  years  of  age,  was  taken  ill  with  confluent  small-pox 
and  died  on  November  21st.  He  had  never  been  vaccinated. 

After  his  death  the  bedding  on  which  he  lay  and  the  articles  of 
clothing  which  he  wore  were  burnt,  and  the  burial  took  place  as 
soon  as  possible. 

On  November  19th  a  few  spots  appeared  on  Thomas  and  Alice 
R.  but  they  had  a  very  modified  attack.  They  were  aged  respec¬ 
tively  fourteen  years  and  ten  years,  and  had  been  successfully 
vaccinated  in  infancy.  The  mother  was  re-vaccinated  on  November 
20th  and  did  uot  catch  the  decease,  nor  did  Ellen  R.  suffer  as  she 
was  only  six  years  old  and  had  been  successfully  vaccinated  in 
infancy. 

In  the  evening  of  November  19th,  Thomas  R.  and  his  whole 
family  were  removed  from  the  place  where  they  lived  to  the  Flat- 
hurst  cottage.  This  cottage  and  the  adjacent  one  are  now  rented 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  from  Lord  Leconfield,  for  the  purpose 
of  treating  infectious  diseases.  They  are  quite  isolated,  and  in  one 
of  them  live  a  man  and  woman  who  undertake  to  nurse  anv  cases 

4/ 

that  are  admitted.  No  further  cases  of  small-pox  arose,  but  the 
family  were  kept  at  Flathurst  cottage  for  some  weeks.  The  place 
whence  the  family  came  was  fumigated  on  November  21st,  and  the 
house  remained  empty  for  some  time. 

In  this  instance  there  were  six  persons  exposed  to  infection,  and 
of  these  four  were  attacked.  The  one  who  was  not  vaccinated  had 
the  disease  severely  and  died  ;  the  other  three  who  had  been  vacci¬ 
nated  when  infants  had  a  very  mild  attack,  while  two  others  who 
had  been  vaccinated  escaped  altogether. 

The  woman  who  came  in  to  nurse  was  re-vaccinated  last  Sept, 
and  she  did  not  take  the  disease. 

Measles  were  very  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  chiefly,  in  the 
summer  time,  in  the  parishes  of  Duncton  and  Bury.  There  was 
but  one  fatal  case.  Many  of  the  children  had  a  second  rash  about 
a  fortnight  after  the  first  rash  appeared  and  they  seemed  to  have  a 
second  attack  or  relapse. 

There  were  no  fatal  cases  of  scarlet  fever  or  any  other  form  of 
fever. 

Diphtheria  again  appeared  at  Sutton  and  also  at  NorthchapeL 
At  North  chapel  the  disease  appeared  first  at  a  hamlet  called  Fisher 
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Street,  where  a  child,  seven  years  old,  died  on  August  20tk 
At  this  time  the  school  was  closed  for  the  holidays  and  did  not  re* 
open  until  September  10th  ;  the  other  children  from  the  infected 
house  did  not  come  to  school  until  October  1st. 

One  or  two  other  persons  had  sore  throats,  but  about  the  second 
of  November  several  children  fell  ill  about  the  same  time  with  sore 
throats.  At  Fisher  Street  four  families  were  attacked  and  one 
child,  three  years  old,  died.  About  the  same  time  some  more  cases 
appeared  in  two  cottages  on  the  main  road  between  Petworth  and 
Northchapel,  and  here  one  boy,  eight  years  old,  died,  In  the 
adjoining  parish  of  Kirdford  there  were  three  children  attacked  in 
one  cottage  at  Shillinglee,  and  two  of  three  children  died,  aged  five 
years  and  2-J  years  respectively. 

The  disease  spread  among  the  inmates  of  the  cottages  where  it 
first  appeared,  but  there  were  no  more  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  school  was  closed  on  December  4th,  and  it  remained  closed 
for  more  than  two  months. 

It  is  not  clear  that  the  school  had  much  to  do  with  spreading  the 
disorder  because  the  children  at  Shillinglee  did  not  go  to  the  same 
school. 

Nor  did  it  seem  that  the  water  supply  was  the  cause,  because 
the  houses  were  far  apart  and  drew  their  water  from  various 
sources  ;  it  would  even  happen  that  where  one  well  supplied  two  or 
more  houses, diphtheria  would  appear  in  one  house  and  not  in  the  rest* 

The  school  is  in  Northchapel  village,  while  nearly  all  the 
children  who  were  attacked  lived  at  some  distance,  some  of  them 
living  two  miles  or  more  away.  Now  November  was  a  very  wet 
and  foggy  month,  and  the  soil  hereabouts  iB  formed  of  heavy  clay. 
The  little  children  not  being  well  clad  would  often  come  home  with 
wet  or  damp  feet,  while  the  schoolroom  itself  is  very  draughty. 

I  think  that  the  persistent  wet  and  cold  of  November  was,  if  not 
the  cause,  at  least  a  main  element  in  producing  the  disorder. 
When  fine  and  dry  weather  came  the  disease  gradually  disappeared. 

In  the  different  parishes  the  deaths  were  thus  distributed  : — 
Wisborough  Green  23,  Northchapel  21,  Kirdford  27,  Petworth  48, 
Egdean  0,  Fittleworth  10,  Stopham  2,  Coates  1,  Burton  0,  Dune- 
ton  2,  Barlavington  0,  Sutton  7,  Bignor  2,  Bury  5. 

There  were  six  deaths  in  Petworth  Workhouse,  and  these  have 
been  distributed  among  the  various  parishes.  There  was  also  one 
death  in  Kirdford  Workhouse,  and  one  in  the  Wisborough  Green 
workhouse.  In  the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Petworth  there  were  three 
deaths,  and  in  Petworth  Goal  there  were  two  deaths. 

The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  in  Petworth  and  the  rest  of  the 
District  are  here  shown  : — 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

per  1000. 

per  1000- 

North  Sub-District . 

308 

16T 

Petworth  Parish  . 

273 

14-8 

Best  of  South  Sub- District 

28-3 

115 

29.0 

14  5 

14 


deaths  infant  mortality  is  here  given  as  measured  by  the  number  of 
The  under  one  year  to  the  total  number  of  births  in  the  year 


No.  of  Births. 


No.  of  deaths  Eatio  of  deaths 
under  1  year.  to  1000  births. 


North  Sub-District . 

136 

7 

*  •  • 

51 

Petworth  Parish  . 

89 

6 

•  •  • 

67 

Best  of  South  Sub-District 

71 

6 

84 

Whole  of  the  District 

296 

19 

64 

Here,  as  elsewhere,  there  was  a  marked  diminution  in  the  infant 
mortality  ;  in  1876,  106  out  of  every  1000  children  born  died  in 
this  District  in  their  first  year. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales,  during  1877,  the  infant  mor- 
tality  was  136  per  1000,  against  158  and  146  in  1875  and  1876. 

Water  Supply. — Nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  since  the 
last  report  with  regard  to  obtaining  a  better  Water  supply.  It 
seems  to  be  understood  that  nothing  will  be  done  until  the  question 
of  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  has  been  settled. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — In  July  last  year,  Mr.  Upton,  of 
Petworth,  prepared  a  report  for  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  sewage  of  Petworth.  Having  examined  Mr.  Upton’s 
scheme  I  sent  in  a  report  on  the  subject  on  August  13th.  By  this 
scheme  it  was  proposed  to  filter  the  sewage  on  the  South  side  of 
the  town,  through  artificial  beds  of  sand  and  charcoal,  and  allow 
the  clarified  effluent  to  flow  along  its  present  channel  into  the  river  ; 
it  was  further  proposed  that  the  whole  course  of  the  open  sewer 
should  be  thoroughly  cleansed. 

The  sewage  from  the  north  side  of  the  town  was  to  be  treated  in 
a  similar  way. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Alteration  would  remove  much  of  the 
suspended  matters  from  the  liquid  sewage,  but  it  would  not  remove 
dissolved  impurities  which  are  more  dangerous  to  health  than  the 
undissolved  substances. 

These  dissolved  impurities  could  be  removed  by  passing  the 
effluent  sewage  over  land,  and  the  situation  is  such  that  irrigation 
could  be  readily  adopted.  But  since  it  is  not  likely  that  irriga¬ 
tion  could  be  here  carried  out,  I  suggested  that  the  effluent  sewage 
should,  after  filteration,  be  carried  along  an  open  ditch  to  a  point 
in  the  river  Bother  below  the  Coultershaw  Mill,  and  therefore 
below  the  present  intake. 

There  are  very  few  persons  who  draw  their  water  supply  from 
the  river,  and  these  live  some  miles  away,  nor  indeed  is  any  one 
obliged  to  drink  river  water  below  this  spot. 

On  August  28th  the  Sanitary  Authority  requested  information 
as  to  the  more  effectual  drainage  of  Petworth,  and  at  the  same  time 
Mr.  Upton  sent  in  a  further  report  recommending  that  the  sewage 
should  be  carried  to  a  point  in  the  river  Bother  below  the  Coulter¬ 
shaw  Mill,  in  order  to  prevent  its  entering  the  river  at  its  present 
outfall. 
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On  September  24th  my  report  was  sent  in  in  accordance  with 
the  above  request.  In  the  meantime  a  survey  of  the  town  had 
been  made,  with  Mr.  Upton’s  assistance.  This  report  contained 
many  details  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  narrate  here. 

The  present  system  of  drainage  seems  to  date  from  the  year 

1848.  On  October  10,  1848,  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
was  held  and  a  survey  of  the  town  was  agreed  to  be  made,  to 
ascertain  what  nuisances  existed.  A  Committee  having  been 
formed,  a  scheme  of  drainage  was  drawn  up  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  £371 ;  this  estimate  seems  to  have  been  reduced  afterwards  to 
£363. 

A  public  meeting  was  held,  at  the  Town  Hall,  on  January  23, 

1849,  for  the  purpose  of  “  considering  and  determining  in  what 
manner  the  fund  raised  for  abating  the  public  nuisances  in  the  town 
of  Petworth  may  be  mos  t  advantageously  expended,  and  of  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  such  expenditure.” 

It  appears  that  £319  17s.  had  been  raised,  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription,  before  this  meeting  took  place 

Kesolutions  were  passed,  approving  of  the  Committee’s  scheme, 
and  a  sum  of  £30  was  sanctioned  as  remuneration  for  superintend¬ 
ing  the  carrying  out  of  the  work.  This  sum  made  the  total  cost  of 
the  Petworth  drainage  amount  to  about  £400.  There  was  thus  a 
deficit  of  £80*  which  amount  was  defrayed  by  Col.  Wy  ndham.  This 
system  is  in  use  up  to  the  present  time,  and  the  present  drains 
seem  to  act  efficiently,  but  more  regular  flushing  and  better  ventila¬ 
tion  are  requisite. 

Some  minor  matters  have  been  remedied,  but  the  flushing  will  not 
be  carried  out  effectually  until  a  better  supply  of  water  is  obtained. 
The  town  does  not  increase  in  size,  and  there  is  no  need  at  pre¬ 
sent  for  any  extension  of  the  present  system. 

Mr.  Upton’s  scheme  is  still  under  consideration. 

There  is  but  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  District, 
and  this  is  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughter  houses  have  been  inspected  at 
intervals  and  have  been  well  kept. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1877,  in  the  Eural  Sanitary  District  of  FETWORTH;  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(I)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, Townships, Wards, 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  :  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 

1 

Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

i  Registered  Births. 

i 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES- 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five 

Years  of  Age. 

Census 

1871. 

2 

Esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 

of 

1877. 

3 

Oi  At  all  ages. 

C5  Under  1  year. 

■*•3  1  and  under  5. 

00  5  and  under  15 

^4 

<D 

a 

d  • 

.  >0 
T5  CM 
Pi 
o3 

xO 

T— 1 

9 

i— <  25  and  under 

O  60. 

60  and  up- 

wards. 

12 

O 

ft 

c3 

a 

CO 

13 

Measles. 

I  }  t 

Cn  Scarlatina- 

c3 

•  rH 

u 

CD 

rP 

■43 

rP 

Ph 

•  r— 1 

ft 

16 

^  Croup  (not 

“  spasmodic”) 

tc 

d  A 

S'  61 

I  o 

5° 

18 

Cont. Fevers. 

Eg)  Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentery, 

c3 

© 

'o 

■d 

O 

23 

O 
•  »- * 

ce  C 
8  £ 
d  © 

2* 

ft 

24 

W 

c3 

r— « 

CD 

Pa 

•  rH 

02 

u 

H 

25 

ce 

•  rH 

a 

a 

li¬ 

ft 

26 

to  Puerperal 

Fever. 

© 

d 

bD 

<1 

28 

1  W 

•  r* 

02 

•  *—< 

rP 

A-i 

29 

-  > 
K  .2 

'ft  d  g 

s  ii 

§  °ft 

o  ©  rrj 
*-4  d  £ 

ftft  5 
30 

i  ° 

02 

>;  c3 

1  2 

02 

•rH 

3 

fa 

© 

M 
i  ^ 

31 

© 

•  M 

E 

d 

'5s 

>— i 

32 

1  CO  Other 

03  Disoases. 

w 

PS 

rd 

ft 

li¬ 

ft 

19 

Enteric  or 

O  Typhoid. 

rd  d 

o 

Oft 
|  21 

Nor 

th  Sub-District  . 

4345 

4408 

136 

71 

7 

3 

8 

5 

16 

32- 

Under  5 

2 

8 

5  upwds 

3 

8 

11 

6 

2 

31 

Peti 

worth  Parish  . . . 

3304 

3268 

89 

45 

5 

2 

2 

2 

15 

19- 

- 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5 

5  upwds 

1 

9 

4 

3 

1 

20 

BESr 

r  of  South  Sub-District . 

2489 

2509 

71 

29 

6 

... 

1 

... 

7 

15- 

' 

Under  5 

1 

5 

5  upwds 

2 

4 

4 

1 

12 

- 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

< 

* 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

• 

I 

Under  5 

, 

5  upwds 

| 

Public  -p 
Institutions.  O 

3 

1 

2 

-I 

Under  5 

1 

5  upwds 

• 

2 

| 

10,138 

10,185 

296 

148 

19 

5 

11 

7 

40 

66 1 

Under  5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

19 

5  upwds 

1 

J. 

3 

19 

19 

13 

4 

65 

(g)  TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  PETWORTH,  1877,  for  the  twelve 

calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1877. 


1  NAME  OF  DISEASI 

[A)  Deaths  (among  all  classes) 
tered  as  having-  occurred 
District  or  Division. 

reg-is- 
in  the 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths  among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  P 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District 
subjoined  columns  are  to  be  filled 

ublic  Medical  In- 
or  Division,  the 
up. 

3. 

Total  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IY.  and  Y. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  )with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  a 
pers  ;  a 
belong  t 
have  bee 
on  accou 
house  be 
or  Divisi 

New  C 

nd  Deaths  among  out-door  pau- 
nd  among  any  paupers  who 
o  the  district  or  Division,  and 
n  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
nt  of  illness  ;  whether  the  Work- 
within  or  without  the  District 
on. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  Institutions 
among  inmates  who  Belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 
New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
Belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  division, and 
are  Out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  Pa¬ 
tients  cf  Dispensa¬ 
ries. 

)ases- 

Deaths. 

1 

New  Cases. 

-  - 

Deaths . 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs- 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
ind  upwrds- 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
ind  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
ind  upwrds.1 

— 

Aged  under 
&  years. 

- - 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 
5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs, 
and  upwrds 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

YI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XL 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

I  Small-Pox  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  99 

•  •  • 

•  •  9 

2 

... 

1 

I  Measles 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  9  • 

•  «  • 

3 

11 

I  Scarlatina  <.. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  99 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

0 

1  Diphtheria  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

•  99 

•  •  • 

6 

10 

I  Croup  (not  “spasmodic”)  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • » 

9  9  • 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  •  • 

■ 

Whooping  Cough 

•  • f  •  •  ? 

•  •  9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  •  • 

% 

1  rS  dc 

Typhus 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

m  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  •  • 

• 

1  a  n 

I  .3  © 

-+J  > 

Enteric 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  •  • . 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  99 

•  •  • 

© 

Of  other 

or  doubtful  sorts 

... 

•  •  f 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

I  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

f  •  • 

18 

35 

Cholera 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  99 

•  99 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

Rheumatic  Fever 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  9 

•  9  9 

•  99 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  99 

9  9  9 

•  99 

9  9  9 

2 

Pyaemia 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

99% 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

f 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  ••  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  99 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

I  Ague 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  9 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

* 

I  Phthisis 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  * 

9  9  9 

19 

9  9  9 

•  99 

6 

•  •  • 

5 

•  99 

1 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

1 

19 

9  9  9 

•  99 

4 

41 

•  99 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Eeart-Disease 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  99 

13 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

2 

•  99 

1 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

- 

Injuries 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

4 

9  9  9 

•  99 

5 

33 

•  99 

3 

•  99 

1 

Diseases  not  named  above 
• 

•  •  • 

19 

65 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

66 

560 

4 

15 

•  9  9 

22 

1 

2 

Total 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

24 

124 

— 

— 

106 

706 

4 

25 

1 

24 

1 

o 

2 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

THAKEHAM. 

Population  (1871)  8422.  Area  in  Acres,  38,784. 

No.,  op  Houses  (1871)  1705. 

During  the  year  1877,  the  births  of  284  children  and  the  deaths 
©f  107  persons  were  registered.  In  the  year  1876'hhere  were  272 
births  and  128  deaths.  Of  the  births  last  year  142  were  male  and 
142  were  female  ;  of  the  deaths  60  were  males  and  47  were  female. 
Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1877  at  8664  the  birth¬ 
rate  was  32’7,  and  the  death-rate  was  12‘3  per  1000  persons  living. 
Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year  was 
86-1,  and  the  death-rate  was  204  per  1000  persons  living. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic,  or  catching,  disorders  were  eight  in 
number,  or  about  1  in  13  of'  the  whole  number  of  deaths.  These 
eight  deaths  include  six  from  scarlatina,  one  from  whooping-cough, 
and  one  from  pyaemia.  One  of  the  scarlatina  cases  was  entered  as 
scarlet  fever- ;  purpura  haemorrhagica  ;  it  has,  therefore,  been  placed 
under  the  head  of  scarlet  fever,  but  it  seems  probable  from  the 
account  hereafter  given  that  it  was  a  case  of  malignant  small-pox. 
The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  '9  per  1000  persons 
living,  against  2‘2  per  1000  in  the  previous  year. 

Scarlatina  appeared  at  Sullington  early  in  the  year  at  a  lonely 
spot  on  the  Downs  called  Cobden  Farm.  Here  there  is  a  group  of 
three  or  four  cottages,  in-  a  most  isolated  position,  and  a  long  way 
from  any  village. 

Five  children  in  one  family  were  attacked,  and  two  of  them  died. 
None  of  the  neighbours  took  the  disease. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  a  boy,  fifteen  years  old,  who  used  to 
work  on  the  farm  with  a  boy  who  came  every  day  from  Angmering, 
a  village  several  miles  away.  This  boy  did  not  have  scarlet  fever 
but  other  children  in  his  family  had  the  disorder,  and  two  of  his 
sisters-  died  from  this  cause  in  December  and  January  at  Angmer¬ 
ing.  Now  since  the  boy  slept  at  home  and  was  exposed  to  the 
contagious  influence,  it  seems  most  likely  that  he  gave  the  Cobden 
Farm  boy  the  fever. 

Another  small  outbreak  occurred  at  Warminghurst  in  March. 
Here,  in  one  cottage,  two  girls,  aged  four  years  and  two  years  res¬ 
pectively,  had  the  disorder  and  died.  It  seemed  probable  that  the 
disease  was  caught  at  school,  as  on  inquiry  it  was  found  that  there 
had  been  a  few  mild  cases  in  the  neighbourhood,  so  mild  that  the 
nature  of  the  complaint  had  been,  overlooked.  The  cottage  was 
new  and  well-built. 
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In  June  three  or  four  families  had  scarlatina  at  Thakeham,  and. 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  close  the  school  for  a  time.  The  spread 
of  the  fever  then  ceased  in  the  village. 

On  July  22nd,  however,  a  family  named  D.  came  from  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Warminghurst  to  take  tea  with  their 
brother’s  family  at  Thakeham.  But  scarlet  fever  had  appeared  in 
the  brothers’  family  in  May  and  June,  and  the  last  child  had  fallen 
ill  on  June  2nd.  It  was,  therefore,  thought  that  a  long  enough 
interval  had  elapsed  to  render  it  safe  for  the  two  families  to  meet. 
In  the  D’s  family  there  were  three  children;  one,  four  years  old, 
which  escaped  ;  one  girl,  2%  years  old,  who  fell  ill  on  August  4th 
and  recovered,  and  one  child,  sixteen  months  old,  who  fell  ill  on 
August  9th  and  died  on  August  14th.  The  house  was  new  and 
well-built  and  in  a  very  isolated  position.  The  people  next  door  had 
three  children  but  they  kept  away,  and  did  not  have  the  fever  now 
nor  had  they  ever  had  it  at  any  previous  time. 

In  this  case  a  period  of  thirteen  days  elapsed  between  the  Thake¬ 
ham  visit  and  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease.  No  communica¬ 
tion  took  place  in  the  interval  between  the  two  families. 

In  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  the  cottages  were  lime  washed  and 
fumigated  as  soon  as  possible. 

All  the  children  that  died  were  girls  from  1  to  5  years  of  age ;  in 
two  out  of  the  three  cottages  where  death  occurred,  the  houset 
were  in  a  good  sanitary  condition.  In  all  the  five  cases  the  throas 
was  chiefly  affected,  and  abcesses  in  the  neck  were  not  uncommon. 
Although  scarlatina  appeared  in  so  few  places  in  the  district,  yet 
the  fatal  cases  were  comparatively  very  numerous.  The  limitation 
of  the  disorder  was  much  aided  by  the  isolated  position  of  the 
houses. 

At  Findon  there  were  a  few  cases  of  scarlatina,  and  later  in  the 
year  there  were  several  children  attacked  with  a  spurious  form  of 
measles.  These  children  had  a  rash  much  resembling  ordinary 
measles  which  would  die  away  in  a  day  or  two  ;  in  most  cases  the 
disorder  was  so  slight  as  hardly  to  affect  the  general  health,  and 
many  of  them  had  had  measles  previously. 

A  case  of  small-pox  occurred  at  Watersfield. 

Mrs.  O.  came  down  to  visit  her  parents  at  Christmas  time,  1876. 
She  left  Hampstead  on  December  19th,  and  stayed  at  Watersfield 
a  week  ;  on  December  26th  she  went  with  her  husband  to  Chichester, 
and  then  on  the  next  day  to  Bognor  where  she  stayed  two  nights ; 
on  December  29th  she  went  to  Arundel,  returning  the  following 
day  to  Watersfield.  All  the  time  she  was  thus  visiting  her 
friends  the  disease  was  passing  through  the  stage  of  incubation. 
On  December  27th  Mrs  0.  felt  poorly  and  was  worse  on  the  30th 
when  she  returned  to  her  parents  ;  worse  still  the  next  morning 
when  the  rash  of  small-pox  appeared  ;  a  few  spots  had  been  noticed 
the  previous  evening.  Small-pox  at  this  time  was  very  prevalent  in 
London  but  there  was  no  history  in  this  case  of  the  patient  having 
seen  any  one  witli  the  disorder.  A  period  of  thirteen  clear  days 
elapses  between  the  time  when  the  contagion  is  caught  and  the 
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first  appearance  of  symptoms ;  then  in  about  three  days  more  the  rash 
appears.  Therefore  Mrs.  O.  must  have  been  exposed  to  the 
contagion  on  or  about  December  14th,  when  she  was  living  in 
London. 

At  the  cottage  at  Watersfield  there  were,  on  December  30th, 
four  inmates : — 

1. — Mr.  0.,  who  was  successfully  vaccinated  on  Jan.  3rd,  1877, 
and  escaped  the  disorder. 

2 — .Mrs.  C.,  the  mother,  who  was  re-vaccinated  successfully  at  the 
same  time  ;  she  had  also  three  good  old  marks. 

3.  — Mrs.  L.,  who  came  to  nurse  ;  she  had  small-pox  23  years  ago. 

Neither  of  these  two  women  caught  the  disease  now. 

4.  — Mrs.  O.,  who  had  four  good  marks  of  vaccination  which  lmd 

been  there  almost  from  infancy. 

The  patient  did  well  and  recovered  in  a  month’s  time. 

Isolation  was  strictly  enforced  and  the  inmates  of  the  cottage 
took  every  precaution  themselves  to  prevent  any  one  going  to  see 
them.  All  clothing  was  washed  at  home,  and  the  bedding  and  some 
other  articles  were  burnt  on  February  7th,  1877,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Sanitary  Authority.  The  same  day  the  house  was  fumigated 
by  burning  sulphur  in  it  for  six  hours.  No  other  cases  occurred  in 
the  neighbourhood.  It  is  also  worth  noticing  that  no  cases  were 
met  with  at  any  of  the  places  which  Mrs  O.  had  visited  during  the 
Christmas  holiday. 

A  second  time  small-pox  was  imported  into  this  district  in  the 
month  of  May. 

A  girl,  named  Harriett  L.  came  down  from  London  on  April 
9th,  to  her  friends  at  Sompting,  in  the  Steyning  Rural  Sani¬ 
tary  District ;  at  this  time  she  was  unaware  that  she  was  suf¬ 
fering  from  a  mild  form  of  small-pox.  Having  stayed  at  Sompting 
with  her  parents  until  April  17th,  she  went  to  visit  her  brother  at 
a  lonely  place  called  Bohemia,  in  the  parish  of  Washington.  Here 
there  were  two  cottages ;  one  was  occupied  by  a  man  named  James 
B.  with  his  wife  and  two  children  ;  the  other  was  occupied  by 
Richard  L.,  brother  to  the  girl  Harriet  L. 

In  this  second  cottage  there  were  seven  inmates — James  E.  and 
his  wife,  Thomas  E.,  their  son,  Richard  L.,  his  wife,  and  two 
young  children  aged  2\  years  and  1 J  years  respectively. 

The  three  men  had  not  been  vaccinated  since  infancy.  The  two 
wives  were  re-vaecinated  successfully  about  May  3rd ;  the  two 
young  children  had  been  well  vaccinated  in  infancy  and  the  eldest 
was  now  again  vaccinated  with  partial  success.  These  four  did 
not  now  suffer  from  small-pox. 

Richard  L.,  25  years  of  age,  was  taken  ill  on  May  19th  with 
pain  in  the  head,  sickness  and  sore  throat ;  the  next  day  a  scarlet 
rash  appeared  which  in  places  was  purpuric ;  bleeding  also  took 
place  from  the  nose  and  bowels,  and  he  died  on  May  23rd,  without 
having  had  the  ordinary  rash  of  small-pox.  He  was  buried  on 
May  25th,  and  precautions  were  taken  with  regard  to  his  burial. 

The  bedding  and  clothes  were  at  once  burnt. 
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Thomas  E.,  about  20  years  of  age,  was  taken  poorly  on  Maf 
23rd,  and  the  following  day  a  few  spots  of  small-pox  appeared. 
He  did  well,  and  went  to  work  on  June  11th.  The  cottage  was 
limewashed  and  fumigated  on  June  23rd. 

James  E.,  an  old  man,  did  not  catch  the  disease. 

The  inmates  of  the  adjacent  cottage  did  not  suffer,  nor  were 
there  any  other  cases  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  original  patient,  Harriett  L.,  left  Bohemia  on  April  25th  < 
now  since  her  brother  did  not  fall  ill  until  May  19th,  it  seemed 
most  probable  that  he  had  not  caught  the  disease  from  his  sister, 
as  the  period  of  incubation  was  so  long. 

It  appears,  however,  that  Richard  L.  went  over  to  Sompting  on 
May  6th,  to  see  his  father,  who  was  suffering  from  small-pox,  and 
in  this  way  he  may  have  contracted  the  disorder.  (See  Steyning 
Rural  Sanitary  District.) 

The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  in  the  chief  places  and  in  the  rest 
of  the  district  are  here  shown 


Pulborough  •  ••  •••  t  #  •  •••  *  ®  •  & 

Rest  of  Pulborough  Sub-District 

Storrington . 

Rest  of  Washington  Sub-District 


Birth-rate.  Death-rates 
...  317  129 

...  31*3  ...  14*0 
...  332  ...  8*9 

...  347  ...  127 


I 


Whole  of  District  . . . 


327 
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There  were  nine  deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse  at  Thakeham, 
and  these  have  been  distributed  among  the  various  parishes  whence 
the  paupers  came. 

The  deaths  in  each  parish  were  as  follows  :• — 

North  Stoke  1,  Amberley  12,  Greatham  1,  Hardham  0,  Cold 
Waltham  5,  Wiggonholt  0,  Pulborough  24,  West  Chiltington  12, 
Parham  0,  Storrington  11,  Sullington  4,  Thakeham  5,  Warming- 
hurst  6,  Ashington  7,  Wiston  3,  Washington  13,  Findon  3. 

The  infant  mortality  in  this  District,  as  measured  by  the  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  1000  children  born,  is 
shown  here :  — 

■Rirfiia  Deaths  Ratio  of  deaths  to 
under  1  year,  every  1000  births . 


In  Pulborough  Parish .  59  6  101 

Rest  of  Pulborough  Sub-District  69  1  14 

Storrington  Parish  .  41  2  49 

Rest  of  Washington  Sub-District  115  7  61 


Whole  of  District  ...  . .  284  16  56 

This  rate  of  56  per  1000  is  lower  than  usual ;  in  the  year  1876, 
the  rate  was  99  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  during  the  past  year  the  rate  of 
infant  mortality  was  136  per  1000,  against  158  and  146  in  1875 
and  1876. 

In  Sussex  the  rate  has  declined  from  107  in  1876  to  102  during 
the  past  year. 
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In  England  and  Wales  during  1877,  out  of  every  1000  persons 
who  died  252  were  aged  60  years  and  upwards  ;  in  this  District  had 
there  been  1000  deaths,  420  would  have  died  at  the  corresponding 
ages. 

The  new  cases  of  sickness  and  deaths  among  paupers  show  a  great 
diminution  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

As  compared  with  other  Districts,  children  under  five  years  of 
age  seem  here  to  be  very  free  from  disease. 

Consumption  is  less  prevalent  here  than  in  other  parts  of  West 
Sussex.  There  are  also  no  large  towns  or  manufactures  nor  any 
special  conditions  which  tend  to  be  injurious  to  health.  People 
live  here  to  a  very  great  age. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  during  the  year,  nor 
has  any  case  arisen  in  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn 
any  meat  or  other  article  of  food. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughter  houses  have  been  inspected  at 
intervals,  and,  whenever  needed,  they  have  been  cleansed  and 
lime  washed. 

The  water  supply  and  the  drainage  in  the  various  villages  are  in 
the  same  state  as  has  been  described  in  previous  reports. 
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(A)  TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  year  1877,  in  the  lim-al  Sanitary  District  of  THAKEHAM ;  .classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  tiie  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(I)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, Townships,  Wards, 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  :  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 
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{D)  TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  THAREHAM,  1877,  for  the  twelve 

calendar  months  ending  December. 3 1st,  1877. 


NAME  OP  DISEASE. 

(A)  Deaths  (among-  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and  Deaths 
Paupers. 

among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  I 

stitution  in  or  near  the  Distric 
subjoined  columns  are  to  be  filled 

•ublic  Medical  In- 

t  or  Division,  the 
up. 

Total  deaths  regis-  ; 
tered  as  above :  in-  j 
eluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
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illness  upon  them. 
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n  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
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within  or  without  the  District 
Lon. 
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OUT-PATIENTS. 
New  cases  ofSickness 
amoBg  persons  who 
Belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  division, and 
are  Out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  Pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispensa¬ 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 
EAST  PRESTON. 

Population  (1871)  6,937.  Abe  a  in  Aches,  30,320. 

No.  op  Houses  (1871)  1,330. 


Dueing  the  year  1877,  the  births  of  234  children  and  the  deaths 
of  131  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1876,  there  were  220 
births  and  124  deaths  ;  in  the  year  1875,  there  were  214  births 
aud  142  deaths.  Of  the  births  in  1877,  115  were  male  and  119 
were  female ;  of  the  deaths,  71  were  male  and  60  were  female. 

Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  the  year  at  7543, 
the  birth-rate  was  31  0,  and  the  death-rate  was  17  3  per  100  per¬ 
sons  living. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  36'1,  and  the  death-rate  was  204  per  1000  persons  living. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic,  or  catching,  disorders  were  11  in 
number,  or  about  1  in  12  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ;  of  these 
5  were  under  and  6  were  over  five  years  of  age.  The  11  deaths 
included  four  from  scarlatina,  two  from  diarrhoea,  three  from 
enteric  fever,  and  two  from  diphtheria. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  14  per  1000, 
against  a  rate  of  26  per  1000  persons  living  in  the  year  1876. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  death-rate  during  the  past 
year  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  wag  2  6  per  1000  against 
3'3  and  3  0  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

Entebic  Feveb. — One  girl,  five  years  of  age,  died  at  Heene 
from  enteric  fever ;  this  was  caused  by  sewer  gas  emanating  from 
an  untrapped  drain  ;  this  was  at  once  remedied,  and  no  other  cases 
occurred. 

Another  case  was  met  with  in  the  parish  of  Leominster  but  the 
disease  was  imported  by  the  patient. 

A  third  case  occurred  at  Durrington,  but  here  the  cause  was  not 
clear. 

There  were  a  few  cases  of  scarlatina  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  forming  the  remains  of  the  epidemic  which  prevailed  along 
the  South  Coast  in  the  Autumn  of  1876. 

The  two  deaths  were  due  to  local  sanitary  defects  which  were  at 
once  remedied. 

The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  in  each  district  are  here  shown  : — 

Birth  rate.  Death  rate. 

Worthing  Sub-District  .  .  30  0  ...  17-8 

Littlehampton  Sub-District  .  332  ...  157 

Arundel  Sub-District . .  ...  27’8  ...  200 


Whole  District  .  31-0  17‘3 

The  infant  mortality  in  this  district  is  as  usual  low.  In  each 
sub-district  it  was  as  follows  : — 
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-p.  ,,  Deaths  Ratio  of  Deaths:; 

.mrtns.  UIlder  L  year.  to  1000  Births. 

Worthing  Sub-District  ...  84  ...  6  ...  71 

Littlehampton  Sub- District  110  ...  10  ...  90 

Arundel  Sub-District  ...  40  ...  3  ...  76 


Whole  District  ......  234  19  81 

Last  year  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  was. 86  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  during  1877  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality,  as  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year 
to  births,  was  136  per  1000,  against  149,  151,  158  and  146  in  the 
four  preceding  years. 

As  many  as  52  persons  died  60  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

In  England  and  Wales,  out  of  every  1000  persons  who  died  last 
year,  252  were  60  years  old  and  upwards ;  in  this  district  had, 
there  been  1000  deaths,  400  would  have  died  at  the  corresponding 
ages. 

In  each  parish  the  deaths  were  thus  distributed  : — 

Broadwater  9,  Heene  10,  West  Tarring  10,  Clapham  1,  Durring- 
ton  7,  Goring  11,  Ferring  2,  Kingston  0,  East  Preston  1,  Angmer- 
ing  17,  Leominster  27,  Kustington  10,  Climping  2,  Ford  2, 
Tortington  5,  Poling  7,  Patching  3,  Burpham  2,  South  Stoke  0, 
Houghton  5. 

There  were  19^  deaths  in  East  Preston  Workhouse,  and  these 
have  been  distributed  among  the  various  parishes  whence  the  ip-* 
mates  came. 

Hospital  Accommodation.— In  the  East  Preston  Union 
Workhouse  there  is  a  suitable  building  set  apart  for  the  reception 
of  infectious  cases  among  paupers.  Various  discussions  have  taken 
place  with  regard  to  providing  accommodation  for  the  reception  of 
infeotious  cases  among  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  pauper 
class. 

There  are  four  urban  sanitary  authorities  in  this  union,  and  it 
was  thought  by  some  that  one  isolated  building  might  be  erected 
which  would  be  ready  for  any  case  that  might  arise. 

It  has  now  been  decided  that  each  urban  sanitary  authority 
shall  provide  for  its  own  sick,  and  that  the  present  hospital  accom¬ 
modation  at  the  Workhouse  is  sufficient. 

No  case  arose  during  the  year,  nor  has  one  arisen  for  the 
previous  three  years,  in  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  remove  any 
infectious  disease  into  the  hospital. 

In  small  country  villages  most  of  the  cottages  are  isolated  more 
or  less,  and  are  surrounded  by  a  garden,  so  that  it  is  better  to 
treat  the  patients  on  the  spot  rather  than  remove  them. 

There  is  no  common  lodging-house  in  the  district 

No  case  has  arisen  in  which  it  has  been  necessary  to,  condemn 
meat  or  any  other  article  of  food. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected 
periodically,  and  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 

Among  the  pauper  class  there  has  been  less  sickness  than  in  the 
previous  year  ;  the  various  complaints  from  which  they  suffered 
will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  tables. 


TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  year  1877,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  EAST  PRESTON  ;  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(I)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, To  wn ships ,  W ard s , 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  _  of  these 
Statistics  ;  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 
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Diseases. 


(D)  TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  EAST  PRESTON,  1877,  for  the  twelve 

calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1877. 


NAME  OE  DISEASE. 

(A)  Deaths  (among  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and  Deaths 
Paupers. 

among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  columns  are  to  be  filled  up. 

Total  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d  : 
in  cols.  IY.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers  ;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  district  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness  ;  whether  the  Work- 
house  be  within  or  without  the  District 
or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OP 

MIDHURST. 


Population  (1871)  13,051.  Area  in  Acres,  65,755. 
No.  of  Houses  (1871)  2,623. 

During:  the  year  1877  the  births  of  429  children  and  the  deaths 
of  189  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1876  there  were  406t 
births  and  221  deaths.  Of  the  births  218  were  male  and  211  were 
female  ;  of  the  deaths  96  were  male  and  93  were  female. 

Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  the  year  at  13,329y 
the  birth-rate  was  32*1  per  1000,  and  the  death-rate  was  14T  per 
1000  persons  living. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
Was  3, 61,  and  the  death-rate  was  20:4, per  1000. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic,  or  catching,  disorders  were  24  in, 
number,  or  about  1  in  8  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  Of  these 
24  deaths  8  were  male  and  16  were  female  ;  15  were  under  and  9 
Were  over  five  years  of  age. 

These  24  deaths  included,  two  from  measles,  two  from  scarlatina, 
three  from  diphtheria,  nine  from  whooping-cough,  one  from  typhus 
fever^one  from  enteric  fever  and  one  from  a  doubtful  form  of  fever, 
one  from  diarrhoea,  three  from  rheumatic  fever,  and  one  from  ery¬ 
sipelas. 

The  rate  of  mortality  from  these  disorders  was  1*8  per  1000 
persons  living  ;  throughout  England  and  Wales  during  the  past 
year  the  rate  in  this  class  of  diseases  was  equal  to  2*6  per  1000, 
against  33  and  3:0  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

Small-pox  appeared  at  a  lonely  spot  in  the  parish  of  Elsted  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year.  Here  there  lived  Mr.  and  Mrs  II. ,  with 
their  son-in-law  and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  A  youth  who 
was  a  telegraph  clerk  at  Elsted.  station,  algo  lodged  in  the  house. 
A  married  daughter  came  with  her  husband  and  child  from  Peck- 
ham  to  visit  her  parents  on  December  24th,  1876.  The  child  was 
taken  ill  on  December  27th,  with  what  was  thought  to  be  chicken- 
pox  ;  this  child  was  16  months  old  and  had  never  been  vaccinated  ; 
it  was  kept  in  the  house  for  three,  weeks  and  went  back  with  its 
parents  to  London,  on  January  19th  1877.  The  telegraph  clerk, 
16  years  of  age,  was  taken  ill  with  small-pox  on  January  15th  and 
was  sent  home  to  Liss,  a  place  out  of  this  district ;  he  recovered. 

Kobert  B.,  the  son-in-law,  fell  ill  on  January  20th  with  small 
pox  and  was  attacked  with  moderate  severity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.,  the  parents,  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy 
and  did  not  now  have  the  disease.  Mrs.  B.^  as  well  as  her  husband 


26 


had  one  good  mark  on  the  arm,  but  the  latter  only  had  the  dis¬ 
order.  It  was  very  difficult  in  this  case  to  obtain  an  accurate  ac¬ 
count.  A  policeman  was  stationed  outside  the  cottage,  and  no  in¬ 
tercourse  was  allowed.  The  next  door  neighbour,  J.  S.,  had  a  son 
and  daughter,  and  they  each  had  two  or  three  good  marks  of  vac¬ 
cination  ;  the  two  latter  were  re-Yaccinated  successfully  on 
February  1st. 

This  man  and  his  family  were  kept  at  home,  and  the  man 
received  his  wages  as  if  he  had  been  at  work.  They  did  not  have 
small-pox.  There  were  no  other  houses  near.  The  bedding  and 
some  clothing  was  destroyed  in  the  case  of  Mr.  B.,  and  the  house 
was  fumigated  on  February  16th.  The  outbreak  then  ceased. 

One  person  died  of  enteric  fever  and  it  seemed  as  if  she  brought 
the  disease  into  the  district ;  a  woman  who  nursed  her  then  fell  ill 
with  the  same  complaint  and  was  removed  to  her  home  about  half- 
a-mile  distant.  This  woman’s  daughter  then  came  to  nurse  her 
and  she  caught  the  fever ;  each  of  these  cases  recovered,  and  there 
was  no  further  spread.  The  water-supply  in  each  instance  was 
good  and  there  were  no  sanitary  defects. 

These  cases  tend  to  show  that  enteric  fever  is  catching. 

Diphtheria  appeared  at  Lurgasall  and  Fernhurst  in  July  and 
August.  These  places  are  on  the  Weald  clay.  A  young  man  was 
first  taken  ill  on  a  farm  near  Haslemere,  on  July  12th  ;  he  then 
came  home  to  Van  Common,  and  a  younger  brother  fell  ill  a  fort¬ 
night  later.  Some  relations  in  a  neighbouring  cottage  came  to  see 
these  youths  when  ill ;  these  relations  consisted  of  a  man,  wife,  and 
four  children.  One  of  the  children  was  taken  with  diphtheria  on 
July  27th,  and  died  on  August  2nd  ;  the  mother  and  two  younger 
children  had  the  disease  on  August  3rd,  while  the  father  and  baby 
were  not  attacked. 

In  another  cottage  close  by  lived  the  grand-parents  of  the  above 
patients  ;  the  grandmother  went  to  assist  in  nursing,  and  she  had 
a  mild  attack  about  August  6th. 

Another  family  close  by  had  the  disorder  mildly  ;  here  there 
was  a  man  with  a  wife  and  four  children.  The  man  was  the  only 
one  who  escaped  ;  the  rest  caught  the  disease  from  visiting  the 
first  two  cases. 

The  weather  at  this  time  was  very  wet,  and  the  cottages  were 
old  and  damp.  When  the  patients  had  recovered  the  houses  were 
fumigated  and  limewashed. 

In  Midhurst,  and  in  each  sub-district,  the  birth-rate  and  death- 
rate  are  here  shown  :  — 


Midhurst  Parish  . 

Birth-rate 

.  27*8 

Death-rate 
...  140 

Best  of  Midhurst  Sub- District  ... 

.  31-3 

...  15-0 

Fernhurst  Sub-District  . 

.  367 

...  139 

Harting  Sub-District . 

.  32*2 

...  13*4 

Whole  of  District  . 

.  321 

14T 
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The  infant  mortality  is  "here  shown  as  measured  by  the  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  1000  children  born  ;  — 


No.  of  Births. 


No  of  Deaths  Ratio  to 


Midhurst  Parish  . 

43  . 

..  5 

...  116 

Rest  of  Midhurst  Sub-District. 

146  . 

..  6 

...  41 

Eernhurst  Sub-District  ... 

84 

..  7 

...  83 

Harting  Sub-District  . 

156  . 

.  12 

...  76 

Whole  of  District  ... 

429 

30 

70 

In  England  and  Wales  the  ratio  for  1877  is  136  per  1000, 
against  158  and  146  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

In  each  parish  the  deaths  were  thus  distributed  : — 
Woolavington  2,  Tillington  12,  Lods worth  10,  Selham  1,  Ileyshott 
8,  Graffham  5,  Cocking  8,  Midhurst  22,Woolbeding  9,  Easebourne 
14,  Steep  5,  Lurgasall  7,  Fernhurst  17,  Linchmere  4,  Linch  0, 
Stedham  9,  Iping  7,  Trotton  4,  Chithurst  4,  Terwick  l,Rogate  10 
Harting  18,  Elsted  6,  Treyford  2,  Didling  2,  Bepton  2. 

Water  Supply. — Nothing  has  been  done  at  Midhurst  with  re¬ 
gard  to  obtaining  a  better  supply  of  water.  The  parish  is  small 
and  the  rateable  value  is  therefore  low,  so  that  the  expense  of 
waterworks  would  no  doubt  be  considerable.  Yet  the  present 
supply  is  very  defective  because  the  soil  is  so  porous  and  the  sur¬ 
face  water  becomes  polluted. 

It  is  useless  for  the  owner  of  each  house  to  be  called  upon  to 
supply  his  tenants  with  good  water  because  a  remedy  can  only  be 
found  by  all  joining  together  and  bringing  water  from  a  distant 
source. 

As  the  town  contains  over  1500  people,  the  present  condition  of 
the  water  calls  for  remedy. 

In  marked  contrast  is  the  little  village  of  Easebourne,  near  Mid- 
hurst,  through  which  runs  a  stream  of  excellent  water  from  a 
spring  on  rising  ground. 


Drainage  and  Sewage. — In  the  villages  a  great  many  small 
improvements  have  been  made  and  the  cottages  have  been 
periodically  inspected.  In  Midhurst  the  greater  portion  of  the 
sewage  still  runs  into  the  river.  The  South  Pond  which  might  be 
an  ornamental  piece  of  water,  receives  a  good  deal  of  sewage,  asnd 
the  mud  at  the  bottom  is  very  offensive  ;  the  water  from  this  pond 
flows  into  the  river  and  receives  its  supply  from  streams  above  ; 
were  this  not  the  case,  the  pond  would  be  a  still  greater  nuisance. 

No  case  has  arisen  in  which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  con¬ 
demn  meat  or  any  other  article  of  food. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected 
periodically  and  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state 

The  accompanying  tables  show  the  amount  of  sickness  among 
paupers ;  they  deal  with  the  whole  year,  while  in  the  last  report  a 
period  of  only  nine  months  was  included. 


* 
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(y\)  TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  year  1877,  in  the  Plural  Sanitary  District  of  MIDHUItST ;  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(I)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, Townships,  Wards, 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  .•  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 

1 

Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

P  Eegistered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES* 

Mortality  from  subjoined 

,  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five 
Years  of  Age. 
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10 
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5 
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(D)  TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  MIDHURST,  1877,  for  the  twelve 

calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1877. 


NAME  OE  DISEASE. 

(A)  Deaths  (among-  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and  Deaths  among 
Paupers. 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  F 
stitution  in  or  near  the  ^mstricl 
subjoined  columns  are  to  be  nlled 

ublic  Medical  In- 
t  or  Division,  the 

up. 

Total  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  XV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion 'with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers  ;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  district  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness  ;  whether  the  Work- 
house  be  within  or  without  the  District 
or  Division. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  Institutions 
among  inmates  who  Belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 
New  cases  ofSickness 
among  persons  who 
Belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  division, and 
are  Out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  Pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispensa¬ 
ries. 

New  Cases- 

Deaths. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths . 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs-. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

6  years. 

and  upwrds- 

5  years.  s 

ind  upwrds. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

years. 

and  upwrds. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

Small-Pox  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  <  < 

4  •  m 

0  0  0 

... 

Measles 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

12 

0  0  0 

Scarlatina  .. 

1 

1 

0  0  0 

1 

3 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

2 

1 

•  0  • 

6 

7 

1 

1 

Croup  (not  “spasmodic”)  ... 

•  •  • 

«  • 

e  •  « 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

9 

•  •  • 

•  0  • 

17 

24 

1 

[b 

*3  DC 

Typhus  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  0  « 

0  0  0 

f  0  0  0 

a  ^ 

.S  ®  4 

-*->  > 

Enteric 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  © 

Of  other  or  doubtful  sort 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1 

0  0  0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery . 

1 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2 

10 

0  0  0 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

•  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

... 

0  0  0 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

«  •  •  # 

•  0  0 

1 

0  0  0 

Erysipelas  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

2 

0  0  0 

Pyaemia 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  0  0 

0  0  0 

Acme 

•  ••  •  •  •  •••  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

0  0  0 

•  0  0 

0  0  0 

Phthisis 

•  •  • 

27 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

21 

0  0  0 

7 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

2 

9 

•  •  • 

2 

20 

0  0  0 

4 

Heart-Disease 

•  •  • 

20 

•  •  « 

0  0  0 

16 

0  0  0 

3 

Injuries 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

35 

0  0  0 

2 

Diseases  not  named  above  ... 

27 

75 

•  •  • 

33 

408 

0  0  0 

23 

Total 

45 

144 

— 

66 

559 

3 

40 

• 

29 


URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

WORTHING. 

Population  (1871)  8,013.  Akea  in  Acees,  784. 

No.  or  Houses  (1871)  1,440. 

During  the  year  1877  the  births  of  250  children  and  the  deaths  of 
160  persons  were  registered  ;  in  the  year  1876  there  were  258  births 
and  178  deaths.  Of  the  births  127  were  male  and  123  female ;  of 
the  deaths  71  were  male  and  89  were  female. 

Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1877  at  9028,  the 
birth-rate  was'27’6  and  the  death-rate  was  17*7  per  1000  persons 
living.  Among  the  160  deaths  are  included  the  deaths  of  14 
visitors  ;  excluding  these,  the  death-rUte  was  16*1  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  for  the  year  was 
36T  and  the  death-rate  204  per  1000  person  living. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic,  or  catching,  disorders  were  19  in 
number,  or  about  one  in  eight  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  In 
1876  there  were  29  deaths  from  similar  causes.  The  19  deaths  in¬ 
cluded  two  from  scarlatina,  two  from  diphtheria,  one  from  whooping- 
cough,  nine  from  diarrhoea,  one  from  low  fever,  two  from  rheumatic 
fever,  and  two  from  a  form  of  puerperal  fever.  The  rate  of  mortality 
from  these  diseases  was  2T  per  1000  persons  living  against  a  rate 
of  32  per  1000  in  the  previous  year. 

The  scarlatina  cases  were  the  last  evidences  of  the  epidemic  of 
that  disorder  which  prevailed  in  Worthing  in  the  autumn  of  1876  ; 
closely  allied  to  them  were  the  two  deaths  from  puerperal  fever. 

Parturition  is  attended  with  increased  danger  whenever  scarlatina 
is  prevalent. 

Diphtheria  caused  the  death  of  two  little  girls  in  February  ;  they 
were  aged  three  years  and  four  years  respectively.  Other  children  in 
these  houses  suffered  from  a  milder  form  of  the  disease. 

The  drainage  of  the  houses  in  which  these  children  lived  is 
connected  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  Montague  Street  sewer ; 
in  the  year  1876  there  were  two  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the 
same  street.  Attention  has  previously  been  called  to  the  defective 
state  of  this  sewer,  but  it  appears  it  cannot  be  effectually  remedied 
until  the  main  drain  is  completed.  In  the  above  cases  the  houses 
were  fumigated  and  cleansed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Infant  mortality  still  remains  higher  in  Worthing  than  in  other 
parts  of  West  Sussex. 

Last  year  there  was  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  infantile 
deaths  all  over  the  country,  and  the  decrease  was  very  marked  all 
over  the  west  division  of  this  county. 
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In  Worthing  33  infants  died,  thus  giving  a  ratio  of  12G  deaths 
to  every  1000  children  horn. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  1877  was 
136  per  1000  births  against  149,  151,  158  and  146  in  the  four 
preceding  years. 

Water  Supply.— A  new  engine  and  boilers  have  been  erected 
and  a  much  larger  quantity  of  water  can  now  be  raised  in  a  given 
time  than  formerly, 

The  supply  at  present  seems  to  be  enough,  but  since  the  town  is 
rapidly  increasing  in  size  it  will  be  necessary  very  shortly  to  take 
steps  to  ensure  a  larger  quantity  being  obtained.  This  question  is 
now  receiving  consideration  from  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — Various  causes  hindered  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  main  sewer  during  the  year.  For  a  great  number 
of  weeks  the  heavy  rainfall  prevented  any  work  being  carried  on. 
By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  considerable  progress  had  been 
made,  and  by  the  spring  of  1878  the  whole  of  the  main  sewer  is 
expected  to  be  completed.  The  Newland  Road  district  is  improved 
since  a  drain  has  been  laid  along  the  back  of  the  houses  and  the 
sewage  has  flowed  into  the  Teville  stream.  Very  shortly  this  drain 
will  be  connected  with  the  new  main. 

In  the  Infirmary  at  Worthing  30  in-patients  were  admitted,  and 
there  were  also  1002  out-patients. 

There  was  only  one  death  among  the  in-patients,  and  this  arose 
from  an  accident. 

The  deaths  occurring  in  the  East  Preston  Workhouse  were 
divided  among  the  various  parishes,  and  Worthing  received  its  due 
share. 

A  few  cases  of  overcrowding  were  remedied  during  the  year. 

There  is  but  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  district,  and  this 
has  been  well  kept. 

JNo  cases  arose  during  the  year  In  which  there  was  occasion  to 
condemn  meat  or  any  other  article  of  food. 

The  slaughterhouses  and  bakehouses  have  been  inspected  at 
intervals,  and  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 


(/\)  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1877,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  WORTHING;  classified  according  to  Diseases, 
FT  -Lges,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(I)  Names  5f  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, Townships,  Wards, 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  :  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 
LITTLEHAMPTON. 


Population  (1871)  3272.  Area  in  Acres,  1222. 

No.  of  Houses  (1871)  625. 

During  the  year  1877  the  births  of  113  children  and  the  deaths  of 
48  persons  were  registered ;  in  the  year  1876  there  were  104  births 
and  52  deaths.  Of  the  births  57  were  male  and  56  were  female  ; 
of  the  deaths  18  were  male  and  30  were  female. 

Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1877  at  3848,  the 
birth-rate  was  29‘4  and  the  death-rate  was  12’4  per  1000  persons 
living.  The  48  deaths,  however,  include  those  of  two  visitors  ;  ex¬ 
cluding  these  the  death-rate  was  11 '9  per  1000. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  year 
was  36T,  and  the  death-rate  was  20'4  per  1000. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic,  or  catching,  disorders  were  three  in 
number,  or  one  in  sixteen  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ;  one  died 
of  scarlatina,  one  of  diphtheria,  and  one  of  rheumatic  fever.  The 
rate  of  mortality  from  these  diseases  was  0.8  per  1000  against  2T 
per  1000  in  the  year  1876. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  death-rate  from  the  prin¬ 
cipal  zymotic  diseases  was  equal  to  2‘6  per  1000  against  33  and 
30  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

The  infant  mortality  showed  a  considerable  diminution. 

In  1876  96  out  of  every  1000  children  born  died  in  their  first 
year  ;  last  year  79  per  1000  died  in  infancy. 

Water  Supply. — For  many  years  the  water  supply  to  the  town 
has  oocupied  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority.  More  re¬ 
cently  considerable  progress  has  been  made  towards  obtaining  good 
water  for  the  inhabitants.  During  the  past  year  a  piece  of  land, 
half-an-acre  in  extent,  was  bought  from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  for  the 
sum  of  £82  10s.  A  contract  was  then  entered  into  for  sinking  a 
well  and  boring  in  the  chalk  to  a  depth  of  850  feet  for  the  sum  of 
£1480.  There  was  also  a  sum  of  £150  for  extras,  so  that  the 
real  estimated  cost  was  £1630.  This  amount  does  not  include  any 
works  or  buildings,  or  the  laying  down  of  mains. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  £1500  were  borrowed  from;, the  Public 
Works  Commissioners  for  30  years,  at  3-|  per  cent.,  and  this  forms 
part  of  a  proposed  loan  of  £5000.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  has  given 
£1000  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  finding  water,  and  in 
addition  will  lend  £1000,  free  of  interest,  until  such  time  as  the 
works  pay  5  per  cent,  on  the  outlay.  Up  to  the  end  of  1877  a 
depth  of  358  feet  had  been  reached  by  boring.  For  the  first  sixty 
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feet  a  well  had  been  dug  six  feet  in  width  ;  for  the  next  nine  feet 
the  well  was  three  feet  in  width  ;  then  there  was  a  nine  inch  boring 
for  150  feet,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  distance  the  boring  was  eight 
inches  in  diameter.  At  this  depth  a  supply  of  water  had  not  been 
reached,  and  the  works  are  still  in  progress. 

Sewage. — During  the  past  ten  years  various  schemes  have  been 
laid  before  the  Sanitary  Authority  with  regard,  not  merely  to  the 
more  efficient  draining  of  the  town,  but  also  to  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage.  Nor  is  this  an  easy  question  to  solve,  for  the  general 
elevation  of  the  town  above  high  water  is  so  slight  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  drain  by  gravitation  some  of  the  houses  which  have 
cellars.  By  means  of  pumping  this  could  be  done,  but  pumping 
involves  a  heavy  annual  outlay,  and  such  a  plan  finds  no  favour 
with  the  inhabitants. 

The  following  propositions  have  at  different  times  been  put 
forward  : — 

1.  — To  carry  the  sewage  in  a  northerly  direction  todWick,  and  to. 
irrigate  some  land  there. 

2.  — To  take  the  sewage  westerly  to  Clirnping,  and  to  use  it  there 
for  irrigating  the  land. 

3.  — To  collect  the  sewage  in  large  tanks  and  then  mixing  it  with 
sea  water,  send  it  into  the  river  in  a  diluted  state. 

4.  — To  discharge  the  sewage  on  the  sand  near  Rustington  in  an 
easterly  direction,  and  allow  it  to  flow  into  the  sea. 

5.  — To  have  an  eastern  outfall  with  an  outlet  below  low  water¬ 
spring  tides. 

6.  — To  discharge  the  sewage  into  the  sea  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour. 

At  present  the  sewage  enters  the  tidal  river  and  flows  daily  to  sea. 

Mr.  Grantham  is  in  favour  of  an  eastern  outfall  at  a  distance  of 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town,  but  several  objections  were 
raised  against  this  plan  on  the  score  of  the  distance,  the  expense, 
the  diminished  fall  and  velocity,  and  the  possibility  of  sand  choking 
the  mouth. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  December  28th,  1877,  before  Mr.  Bate¬ 
man,  when  many  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  question,  and 
several  who  have  had  for  many  years  a  practical  knowledge  of  tha 
currents  and  tides,  gave  evidence  on  the  subject.  There  was  an 
unanimous  feeling  among  them  that  the  sewage,  if  discharged  at 
the  harbour  mouth,  would  flow  into  the  sea  at  first  in  a  westerly 
direction  on  the  ebb  of  the  tide,  and  that  afterwards  it  would  flow 
in  an  easterly  direction.  It  would  seem  then  that  if  all  the  sewage, 
could  be  discharged  while  the  current  ran  in  a  westerly  direction, 
no  nuisance  could  be  caused  to  the  town.  This  scheme,  too,  would 
involve  no  annual  expense  for  pumping  as  the  sewage  would  flow 
by  gravitation  and  would  be  discharged  at  low  water. 

The  only  inconvenience  from  this  scheme  seems  to  be  that  a  few 
of  the  cellars  in  the  town  belonging  to  houses  ,in  a  low  situation 
could  not  be  drained. 

This  plan  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
and  the  Sanitary  Authority.  His  Grace  has  offered  to  pay  one 
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half  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  drainage  of  the  town  if  the  Local 
Board  will  at  once  take  steps  to  carry  out  the  plan. 

There  has  been  very  little  disease  among  the  poor,  and  none  of 
them  died  from  any  of  the  ordinary  catching  disorders. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected  at 
various  times,  and  they  have  been  kept  in  a  cleanly  state. 

No  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported,  nor  has  there  been 
any  occasion  to  condemn  meat  or  any  other  article  of  food, 
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(g)  TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  LITTLEHAMPTON,  1877,  for  the  twelve 

calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1877. 


NAME  OE  DISEASE. 

(A)  Deaths  (among  all  classes)  regis¬ 
tered  as  having-  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

Total  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  (with  their  fatal 

illness  upon  them. 

• 

Aged  under 

5  years. 

Aged  5  yrs- 
and  upwrds. 

Aged  under 

6  years. 

Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds* 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

Small-Pox  ... 

•  •  • 

JN1  easies  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • »  ••• 

»  •  • 

Scarlatina  .. 

1 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

Croup  (not  “spasmodic”)  ... 

t  •  « 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

•  «  • 

... 

Typhus 

•  •  • 

... 

•3  © 

> 

Enteric  ... 

•  •  • 

C3  © 

O  fi| 

o 

Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts 

*  *  * 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

•  •  • 

Cholera 

•  #  • 

Rheumatic  Fever  ...  ... 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

•  •  • 

Pyaemia 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

Ague 

•••  • • •  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

Phthisis 

8 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

3 

7 

Heart-Disease 

•  •  t 

4 

1 

Injuries 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diseases  not  named  above  ... 

7 

16 

1 

•  •  • 

Total 

11 

37 

1 

1 

(B)  Sickness  and  Deaths  among: 
Paupers. 


Sickness  and  Deaths  among  out-door  pau¬ 
pers  ;  and  among  any  paupers  who 
belong  to  the  district  or  Division,  and 
have  been  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
on  account  of  illness  ;  whether  the  Work- 
house  be  within  or  without  the  District 
or  Division. 


New  Cases. 


Aged  under 
5  years. 


'VI. 


Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 


VII. 


Deaths. 


Aged  under 
5  years. 

VIII. 


Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 


IX. 


(Cj  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  Public  Medical  In¬ 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District  or  Division,  the 
subjoined  columns  are  to  be  filled  up. 


IN- PATIENTS. 


Sickness  and  Deaths  in 
among  inmates  who 
District  or  Division. 


New  Cases. 


such  Institutions 
Belong  to  the 


Deaths. 


Aged  under 
5  years. 


X. 


Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds. 

XI. 


I  Aged  under 
h  years. 


XII. 


Aged  5  yrs. 
and  upwrds, 


XIII. 


OUT-PATIENTS. 
New  cases  of  Sickness  | 
among  persons  who  I 
Belong  to  the  Dis-  j 
trict  or  division, and  [ 
are  Out-patients  of  j 
Hospitals  or  Pa¬ 
tients  cf  Dispensa-j 
ries. 


Aged  unde^  Aged  5  yrs’ 
5  years,  and  upwrds 


XIV. 


4 


1 

41 


48 


XV. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY  OF 
WEST  WORTHING. 

Population  (1871)  427.  Area  in  Acres*  300. 

No.  oe  House's  (1871)  66. 

During  the  year  1877  the  births  of  six  children  and  the  deaths  of 
three  children  were  registered.  In  the  year  1876  there  were  two 
births  and  four  deaths  ;  in  the  year  1875  there  were  nine  births  and 
six  deaths. 

Of  the  births  in  1877  five  were  male  and  one  was  female  ;  of  the 
deaths  two  were  male  and  one  was  female. 

Estimating  the  population  in  the  middle  of  the  year  at  570,  the 
birth-rate  was  10’5  and  the  death-rate  was  52  per  1000  persons 
living. 

The  three  children  who  died  were  prematurely  born.  There  was 
no  deaths  from  any  other  cause. 

There  are  here  no  influences  which  threaten  to  affect  injuriously 
the  public  health. 

At  the  present  time  land  is  being  laid  out  for  building  purposes, 
and  probably  in  a  few  years  time  there  will  be  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  in  population,  as  the  situation  is  excellent  and  the  climate 
good. 


TABLE  OE  DEATHS  during  the  year  1877,  in  the  TJrban  Sanitary 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of 


District  of  WEST 
such  Localities,  and 


WORTHING;  classified  according  to 
the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


v 


(I)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, Townships, Wards, 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  :  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 

1 

Population 

AT  ALL  AGES. 

ift  Registered  Births. 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five 

Years  of  Age. 

Census 

1871. 

2 

Esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 

of 

1877. 

3 

bo 

CD 

ba 
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«— i 
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^  Enteric  or 

O  Typhoid. 

M  Other  or 

i—1  Doubtful. 

West  Worthing  Urban  Sanitary  ^ 
District . 5 

427 

570 

6 

3 

3 

I 

Under  5 

. 

5  upwds 

i 

„ 
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1 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

| 

. 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

- — 

- 

! 

Under  5 

• 

5  upwds 

Under  5 

5  upwds 

{ 

Under  5 

o  upwds 

Public 

Institutions.  Cj 

• 

1 

Under  5 

• 

5  upwds 

427 

570 

6 

3 

3 

! 

Under  5 

’ 

3 

'rnTATiS  . 

5  upwds 

i 

(g)  TABLE  OP  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  WEST  WORTHING,  1877,  for  the  twelve 

calendar  months  ending  December  3 1st,  1877. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

1 

(A)  Deaths  (among-  all  classes;  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
District  or  Division. 

(B)  Sickness  and 
Paupers. 

Deaths 

among 

(C)  If  there  be  any  Hospital  or  other  P 
stitution  in  or  near  the  District 
subjoined  columns  are  to  be  filled 

ublic  Medical  In- 
or  Division,  the 
up. 

Total  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  above ;  in¬ 
cluding  those  enter’d 
in  cols.  IV.  and  V. 

Deaths  of  Persons 
who  have,  come  into 
the  District  or  Divi¬ 
sion  with  their  fatal 
illness  upon  them. 

Sickness  a 
pers  ;  a 
belong  t 
have  bee 
on  accou 
house  be 
or  Divisi 

New  C 

nd  Deaths  among  out-door  pau- 
nd  among  any  paupers  who 
o  the  district  or  Division,  and 
n  removed  into  the  Workhouse 
nt  of  illness  ;  whether  the  Work- 
within  or  without  the  District 
on. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Sickness  and  Deaths  in  such  Institutions 
among  inmates  who  Belong  to  the 
District  or  Division. 

OUT-PATIENTS. 
New  cases  of  Sickness 
among  persons  who 
Belong  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  or  division, and 
are  Out-patients  of 
Hospitals  or  Pa¬ 
tients  of  Dispensa¬ 
ries. 

Jases- 

Deaths. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs* 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  vrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs. 

Aged  under 

Aged  5  yrs’ 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

6  years.  i 

md  upwrds- 

5  years. 

ind  upwrds. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

5  years. 

ind  upwrds.: 

- 

5  years. 

and  upwrds. 

5  years. 

and  upwrds 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

\. 

VI  1 

VII. 

vm.  i 

IX. 

X. 

XI.  1 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

I  Small-Pox  ... 

•  •  • 

•  ft  a 

Measles 

•  •  • 

1  Scarlatina  ... 

•  •  • 

1  Diphtn 

criB*  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

s 

I  Croup  (not  “spasmodic”)  ... 

«  ft ' 

i 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

•  *  • 

n3 

CD 

Typhus 

•  •  • 

1  a  & 

.5  ® 

-+->  > 

Enteric 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  ® 

0(x< 

Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts 

•  •  • 

•  ft  • 

i 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  ... 

•  •  • 

* 

Cholera 

•  ♦  • 

• 

I  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

I  Erysipelas  ... 

. . . 

#  •  • 

... 

I  Pyaemia 

*  •  • 

•  ft  • 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

•  •  a 

•  •  • 

•  •  ft 

Ague 

...  ...  •••  ••• 

•  •  « 

Phthisis 

•  •  • 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &  Pleurisy 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

Heart-Disease 

ft  •  • 

Injuries 

•  •  ft 

Diseases  not  named  above  ... 

3 

•  •  • 

Total 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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GENERAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Health  of  the  Combined  Sanitary  District  of  West 

Sussex. 


In  the  whole  Combined  Sanitary  District  of  West  Sussex  the  births 
of  2549  children  and  the  deaths  of  1212  persons  were  registered 
during  the  year  1877.  Of  the  2549  births,  1309  were  male  and 
1240  were  female  ;  of  the  deaths,  642  were  male  and  570  were 
female. 

Taking  the  population  of  the  district  in  the  middle  of  the  year 
at  83,435,  the  birth-rate  was  305  and  the  death-rate  was  14*5  per 
1000  per  annum. 

These  figures  contrast  favourably  with  the  rates  in  previous 
years,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  statement : — 


Year. 

Births, 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate; 

1875 

...  2419 

...  29*5 

1394 

...  170 

1876 

...  2440 

...  29*5 

1353 

...  163 

1877 

...  2549 

...  30-5 

1212 

...  14*5 

These  figures  are  not  precisely  those  which  have  been  given  in 
previous  reports,  as  the  district  has  been  altered  in  area  during  the 
past  three  years.  The  above  figures,  however,  correctly  represent 
the  births  and  deaths,  for  the  period  named,  in  the  area  which  now' 
forms  the  combined  district. 

In  each  quarter  the  births  were  as  follows  : — 


First  quarter 

M. 

300 

F. 

...  338 

Total. 

...  638 

Second  quarter  ... 

365 

...  323 

...  688 

Third  quarter 

298 

...  274 

...  572 

Fourth  quarter  ... 

346 

...  305 

...  651 

Total 

1309 

1240 

2549 

88 


More  male  than  female  children  are  born  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  but  it  will  be  noticed  that  during  the  first  quarter  the  con¬ 
verse  holds  true  ;  this  fact  was  also  observable  in  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  previous  years. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  for  1877  was 
367  per  1000  persons  living,  or  about  0*5  above  the  average  rate  in 
the  ten  preceding  years. 

In  Sussex,  as  in  other  southern  counties,  the  birth-rate  is  always 
lower  than  in  the  northern  and  manufacturing  districts. 


Name  of  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population 
in  middle 
of  1877- 

•sq^ia: 

Birth-rate 
per  1000. 

_ _  — 

Deaths- 

Death-rate 

per  1000, 

Steyning,  Rural  . 

15,913 

482 

30*2 

244 

15*3 

Horsham,  Rural  . 

14,355 

455 

31  6 

182 

12-6 

Petworth,  Rural  . 

10,185 

296 

290 

148 

14*5 

Thakeham,  Rural . 

8,664 

oo 

Cl 

32-7 

107 

12-3 

East  Preston*  Rural 

7,543 

234 

31  0 

131 

17-3 

Midhurst,  Rural  . 

13,329 

429 

32-1 

189 

14  1 

Worthing,  Urban . 

9,028 

250 

27-6 

(  160* 
(146 

f  177* 
( 167 

Littlehampton,  Urban  ... 

3,848 

•  113 

29-4 

f  48* 
l  46 

f  12-4* 
(11-9 

West  Worthing,  Urban... 

570 

6 

10-0 

3 

5*0 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

83,435 

2549 

30-5 

1212* 

1196 

14-5* 

143 

#  Including  visitors 


The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  Muring  1877  was  20 *4 
per  1000  persons  living,  or  1*6  below  the  average  of  the  ten  preced¬ 
ing  years  and  a  lower  rate  than  has  been  recorded  in  any  year  since 
civil  registration  was  established  in  1837. 
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It  would  not  be  fair,  however,  to  contrast  the  health  of  an* 
agricultural  district  with  one  that  contained  large  towns  and  massed 
centres  of  population. 

The  Registrar-General  notes  in  his  reports  the  difference  between 
those  districts  which  contain  the  chief  towns  and  those  districts 
comprising  chiefly  small  towns  and  country  parishes.  It  is  obvious 
that  only  with  this  last  division  can  a  fair  comparison  be  made. 

During  the  past  year  the  death-rate  in  small  towns  and  country 
parishes  was  18*2  per  1000,  while  the  mean  of  the  previous  ten 
years  was  19'3  per  1000. 

In  the  other  division  which  comprises  the  chief  towns  the  death- 
rate  for  1877  was  22-0  per  1000,  and  the  mean  of  the  previous  ten 
years  was  241  per  1000. 

Judged  by  the  above  results  the  mortality  in  West  Sussex  is  less 
than  in  other  similar  areas.  And  this  might  be  in  a  great  measure 
expected  because  the  climate  is  mild,  the  rain-fall  moderate,  and  the 
villages  and  hamlets  scattered  over  a  wide  area. 

The  South  Eastern  Division  of  England  has  always  a  lower 
mortality  than  the  other  divisions  in  the  kingdom,  as  may  be  best 
seen  by  this  table  : — 


Eate  in  S,E.  Division. 

...  19  6 


Eate  in  England. 
22-2 


1851-60 

1861-70  ...  19T  ...  22*4 

1876  ...  17-4  ...  21*0 

1877  ...  164  ...  204 

Thus  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  rate  in  West  Sussex  is  less  than 
in  other  parts  of  the  South-Eastern  counties,  and  that  there  has 
been  a  progressive  decline  in  the  mortality  for  many  years. 

Among  the  1212  who  died  there  were  sixteen  visitors  ;  of  these 
fourteen  died  at  Worthing  and  two  at  Littlehampton. 

There  were  also  sixteen  deaths  in  Shoreham  Workhouse  which 
are  included  in  the  above  number.  This  institution  is  not  in  the 
district,  but  it  receives  cases  from  Hove,  Preston,  New  Shoreham 
and  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Steyning ;  all  those  patients, 
therefore  who  died  in  this  Workhouse  and  who  came  from  the  rural 
district  have  been  allotted  to  the  various  parishes  whence  they  came. 

On  the  other  hand,  only  24  out  of  the  33  deaths  in  Horsham 
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Workhouse  are  credited  to  the  rural  district  as  the  remaining  9 
belong  to  the  urban  district  of  Horsham. 

Unless  this  correction  be  made  towns  which  have  not  a  Work- 
house  within  their  own  boundary  are  apt  to  appear  with  too  low  a 
death-rate. 


In  each  quarter  the  deaths  occurred  as 

M. 

follows 

F. 

Total. 

First  quarter 

174  ... 

156  ... 

330 

Second  quarter 

176  ... 

148  ... 

324 

Third  quarter 

187  ... 

129  ... 

266 

Fourth  quarter 

155  ... 

137  ... 

292 

Total 

642 

570 

1212 

The  influence  of  a  mild  winter  may  be  seen  in  the  moderate 
number  of  deaths  during  the  first  quarter. 

In  1875,  455  persons  died  in  the  corresponding  period,  and  in 
1876  there  were  408  deaths  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year. 
But  the  winter  of  1874-75  was  cold  and  caused  many  deaths  ;  the 
winter  of  .1875-76  was  milder  and  fewer  died,  while  the  winter  of 
1876-77  was  milder  still  and  the  deaths  were  proportionately 
lower.  The  weather,  if  mild,  was  very  wet,  and  floods  were  very 
common  throughout  the  country ;  hence  many  children  and  aged 
people  kept  in-doors  and  wer.e  less  exposed  to  the  atmospheric 
changes. 

Diseases  of  the  lungs  are  most  common  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year ;  in  1875,  out  of  246  deaths  from  lung  affections,  130  or  more 
than  one  half  occurred  in  the  March  quarter ;  in  1877,  only  137 
persons  died  from  similar  disorders,  and  of  these  only  44,  or  less 
than  one-third,  died  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year. 

But  the  mild  winter  was  followed  by  an  ungenial  spring,  and  48 
persons  died  from  lung  affections  during  April,  May  and  June.  In 
the  following  quarters  there  were  respectively  14  and  32  deaths 
from  chest  affections. 

An  important  test  of  the  healthiness  of  a  district  is  to  be  found 
by  examining  the  infant  mortality.  Whenever  a  large  number  of 
infants  die,  there  is  always  to  be  found  some  insanitary  condition 
which  requires  investigating.  The  year  1877  was  as  favourable  to 
infant,  as  it  was  to  adult,  life. 
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The  Registrar  General  has  shown  that  in  England  and  Wales 
the  rate  of  infant  mortality,  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths 
under  one  year  to  births  registered,  was  equal  to  136  per  1000, 
against  158  and  146  in  the  years  1875  and  1876. 

In  Sussex  the  ratio  is  always  much  less  ;  in  the  years  1875  and 
1876,  107  infants  died  to  every  1000  infants  born.  In  the  past 
year  there  was  a  marked  improvement  in  this  district.  Out  of 
every  1000  children  born,  only  85  5  infants  died  in  their  first  year- 

One  chief  cause  of  this  improvement  was  due  to  the  small  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  whooping-cough  ;  in  the  preceding 
year  25  infants  died  of  diarrhoea  and  18  of  whooping-cough  ;  in  the 
year  1877,  only  12  infants  died  of  diarrhoea  and  8  of  whooping- 
cough. 

In  the  first  annual  report  the  mean  age  to  which  agricultural 


labourers  attain,  was  given  as  a  little  over  63 

years.  This  result 

was  arrived  at  from  an  analysis 

of  357  cases. 

Since  that  time  541 

labourers  have  died,  and  their 

mean  age  at 

death  has  been  very 

nearly  the  same. 

.No,  of  cases. 

Mean  age  at  death. 

First  series...  . 

...  357 

63T  years. 

In  1875  . 

...  176 

64'8  „ 

j  j  1 S  7  0  •  •  » •  ♦ 

...  189 

60*6  „ 

,,  1877  . 

...  176 

62-8  „ 

Total 

...  898 

629  years. 

Of  this  number  308  died  under,  while  590  died  over,  60  years  of 
age. 


9  died  under  20  years  of  age. 

60  died  between  20  and  30  years  of  age 
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The  labourer  very  seldom  suffers  from  any  form  of  fever,  and  by 
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being  constantly  in  the  open  air  his  life,  if  a  monotonous  one,  is  at 
least  a  healthy  one. 

The  greater  number  die  of  old  age,  and  many  die  from  apoplexy 
or  brain  diseases. 

Zymotic,  oe  Catching,  Disoedees. 

This  term  includes  those  diseases  which  are  commonly  looked 
upon  as  more  or  less  preventable.  They  form,  at  any  rate,  a  group 
over  which  sanitarv  measures  should  exert  more  influence  than 
upon  other  disorders. 

It  may  therefore  be  of  interest  to  see  to  what  extent  an  infec¬ 
tious  disease  may  be  limited  when  precautions  are  taken. 

During  the  past  three  years  small-pox  has  been  imported  into 
the  district  ten  times  ;  in  one  case  in  the  Horsham  district  no  in- 
formation  could  be  obtained  from  the  medical  attendant,  and  there¬ 
fore  no  account  of  it  is  here  given. 

In  the  nine  cases  the  disease  was  imported  from  London  eight 
times  and  from  Brighton  once. 

Each  time  an  adult  male  or  female  brought  the  disease  into  the 
district,  and  generally  while  on  a  visit  to  friends.  Forty-five  adults 
were  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  small-pox,  and  of  these  21  were 
attacked  while  24  escaped.  The  ages  of  the  21  adults  who  had 
small-pox  were  as  follows  : — Three  were  between  15  and  20,  six 
were  between  20  and  25,  three  were  between  30  and  35,  one  was 
between  40  and  50,  one  was  between  50  and  60,  and  seven  were 
between  60  and  70  years  of  age. 

With  these  figures  should  be  compared  the  ages  of  the  24  adults 
who,  though  exposed  to  the  disease,  were  not  attacked.  Of  these 
two  were  between  15  and  20,  three  between  20  and  30,  four 
between  30  and  40,  three  between  40  and  50,  nine  between  50  and 
60,  and  three  were  between  60  and  70  years  of  age.  Two  of  these 
persons  had  had  small-pox  many  years  ago,  and  the  rest  had  all 
been  vaccinated  in  infancy.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  all  of 
these  were  re-vaccinated  when  the  disease  broke  out. 

Of  the  21  adults  who  caught  the  small-pox,  all  but  one  had  been 
vaccinated  in  infancy ;  the  one  who  was  un vaccinated  had  con¬ 
fluent  small-pox  and  died  at  the  age  of  69  years.  Among  the 


43 


vaccinated  adults  the  disease  assumed  its  most  virulent  form  in 
those  between  20  and  35  years  of  age,  while  it  was  mild  in  those 
above  and  below  that  age.  There  were  six  persons  attacked 
between  20  and  35  years  of  age,  and  of  these  four  died  ;  there  were 
three  persons  below  20  years  of  age,  and  these  had  the  disease 
mildly  and  recovered ;  there  were  eight  persons  attacked  over  35 
years  of  age,  and  they  also  had  a  milder  form  of  small-pox  and  re¬ 
covered.  The  only  person  who  died  over  60  years  of  age  was  un¬ 
vaccinated.  All  those  who  died  were  males. 

Vaccination,  therefore,  would  seem  to  have  a  marked  protective 
influence  up  to  15  years,  at  which  time  it  appears  necessary  that 
persons  should  be  re-vaccinated.  In  the  case  of  the  four  young 
men  who  died  it  was  not  possible  to  re-vaccinate  them  when  the 
disease  was  first  imported  ;  none  of  those  who  were  re-vaccinated 
caught  small-pox. 

in  seven  of  the  outbreaks  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  house 
in  which  it  originally  appeared. 

Once  the  small-pox  spread  to  three  houses  from  the  infected 
person  going  about  while  she  was  unaware  of  the  nature  of  her 
complaint ;  when  isolation  was  enforced  the  disease  stopped. 

In  another  case  a  carpenter  went  to  help  to  place  in  a  coffin  the 
body  of  one  who  had  died  of  small-pox  ;  in  a  fortnight  he  fell  ill 
himself,  but  recovered.  In  an  adjacent  cottage  a  woman  also  had 
small  pox  at  the  same  time  but  none  of  the  other  six  inmates  were 
attacked.  This  was  the  only  case  in  which  no  direct  communica¬ 
tion  had  taken  place  ;  the  bouse,  however,  was  only  thirty  yards 
away,  and  the  patient  was  very  much  afraid  of  the  disease. 

The  nine  imported  cases,  therefore,  caused  the  disorder  to  appear 
in  thirteen  houses,  and  in  these  cottages  there  were  62  inmates. 
Amongst  the  62  inmates  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  small-pox,  23 
took  the  disease,  and  of  these  5  died  and  18  recovered  ;  the  remain¬ 
ing  39  persons  escaped  altogether.  Seventeen  out  of  the  62 
inmates  were  children,  i.e .,  under  fifteen  years  of  age.  Two  of 
these  children  had  some  spots  about  them  in  one  cottage  where  the 
father  had  confluent  small-pox.  They  were  aged  respectively  14 
and  10  years  and  they  had  a  very  mild  attack.  The  remaining 
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fifteen  children  escaped  altogether.  Each  child  had  been  well 
vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  bore  at  least  three  good  marks  on  the 
arm. 

Of  the  nine  original  cases  all  recovered,  but  no  direct  history 
of  contagion  could  be  made  out  as  each  person  was  unaware  of 
having  seen  any  one  with  the  disease.  Small-pox  was  so  prevalent 
in  London  during  this  period  that  a  person  might  easily  catch  the 
disorder  without  knowing  it. 

In  two  cases  small-pox  spread  after  being  imported,  hut  in  one 
nothing  was  known  of  its  presence  until  the  spread  had  occurred* 
and  in  the  other  the  disorder  might  have  been  prevented  had  the 
individual  been  at  once  re-vaccinated. 

In  the  seven  cases  where  the  disease  was  confined  to  the  cottage 
in  which  it  first  appeared  the  limitation  was,  no  doubt,  much  aided 
by  the  isolation  of  the  houses.  In  those  instances  where  people 
lived  next  door,  however,  the  small-pox  did  not  spread,  but  very 
likely  this  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  fact  that  such  persons 
were  at  once  re-vaccinated.  The  inmates  of  the  houses  where  the 
disease  appeared  did  all  they  could  to  prevent  any  spread,  so  that 
it  was  very  easy  to  cany  out  strict  isolation.  In  some  of  the  cases 
where  the  people  were  poor  the  husband  or  father  was  kept  at  home 
for  a  time,  and  he  received  the  same  amount  of  wages  as  if  he  had 
been  at  work.  In  every  case  but  one  the  Sanitary  Authority 
compensated  the  individuals  for  the  destruction  of  any  bedding  or 
clothing. 

Anything  actually  used  or  worn  by  a  patient  was  burnt  on  the 
premises.  All  washing  Was  done  at  home.  All  excreta  were 
mixed  with  chloride  of  lime  and  at  once  buried  in  the  earth,  and  as 
soon  as  recovery  had  taken  place  the  rooms  were  fumigated  by 
burning  sulphur  in  them  for  six  hours.  They  should  then  be  lime- 
washed,  i.e.,  the  walls  and  ceilings  should  be  washed  with  limewater 
recently  made  and  used  while  hot. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  all  outbreaks  of  small-pox  should 
be  at  once  made  known  to  the  sanitary  authorities,  as  it  is  a  disease 
which,  in  country  places  at  least,  ought  to  be  stamped  out.  In 
towns  where  there  are  crowded  eourts  and  alleys  its  limitation  is 
much  more  difficult. 
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1  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the 
public  if  they  were  required  to  inform  the  sanitary  authority  of  the 
occurrence  of  infectious  disease. 

Sometimes  great  pains  are  taken  to  conceal  such  cases  when  in 
reality  their  existence  is  well  known.  The  inspectors  and  relieving 
officers  are  always  most  willing  to  assist  in  every  way,  and  infor¬ 
mation,  even  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  can  be  readily  obtained 
in  various  ways. 

In  previous  reports  the  causes  of  various  catching  disorders  have 
been  mentioned,  and  during  the  past  year  there  was  no  outbreak 
which  calls  for  any  special  notice. 

Out  of  1212  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1877,  94  were  due  to  this 
class  of  disorders,  or  IT  to  every  1000  of  population.  This  is  less 
than  usual. 

In  1874  the  rate  was  T7  per  1000  persons  living. 

1875  „  1-7 

1876  „  2-5 

1877  „  IT 

In  England  and  Wales  the  rate  for  the  past  three  years  has  been 
respectively  3’3,  3*0  and  26  per  1000  persons  living. 

Accidental  and  Violent  Deaths. 

There  were  twenty-seven  deaths  from  accidents  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  twenty-three  were  amongst  males  and  four  were  amongst 
females ;  five  were  drowned,  two  were  suffocated,  five  were  run 
over,  six  died  from  the  effects  of  a  fall,  three  were  burnt,  three  died 
from  wounds,  and  three  from  severe  fractures. 

In  1876  there  were  36  deaths  by  accidents,  and  in  1875  there 
were  40  death  from  similar  causes. 

Taking  the  average  of  the  past  three  years,  one  out  of  2454  per¬ 
sons  dies  from  the  effects  of  an  accident. 

Amongst  the  pauper  population,  eleven  children  under  five  years 
of  age  met  with  accidents,  hut  none  of  them  died  ;  113  persons 
over  five  years  of  age  were  injured,  and  in  six  cases  a  fatal  result 

ensued. 


Eleven  persons  committed  suicide  ;  of  these,  nine  were  male  and 
two  were  female.  Three  killed  themselves  by  drowning,  three  by 
hanging,  three  by  cutting  the  throat,  and  two  by  shooting. 

In  1876  there  were  five  deaths  from  suicide,  while  in  1875  there 
were  eleven  deaths  in  a  similar  manner. 

During  the  year  there  was  one  case  of  manslaughter  in  the  Mid¬ 
hurst  district,  and  in  Worthing  the  body  of  a  new-born  infant  was 
found,  supposed  to  have  been  murdered. 


Table  showing  the  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disorders  in  the  year  1877. 
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Table  showing  the  Births  in  each  District  in  1877. 
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Table  showing  the  Accidental  Deaths  in  1877. 
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Table  showing  the  Deaths  by  Suicide  in  the  Year  1877. 
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(A)  TABLE  OP  DEATHS  during  the  year  1877,  in  the  Combined  Sanitary  District  of  WEST  SUSSEX  ;  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 


(1)  Names  of  Localities  (being  Parishes, 
Groups  of  Parishes, Townships, Wards, 
or  other  areas  of  known  population) 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics  ;  public  institutions  being 
excluded. 
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(D)  TABLE  OE  MORTALITY  AND  SICKNESS  in  the  Combined  Sanitary  District  of  WEST  SUSSEX,  1877,  for  the  twelve 

calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1877. 


NAME  OE  DISEASE. 
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District  or  Division. 
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